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24 The causative have and the causative get
FORM

| have/get + object + past participle

USE

* We use the causative have or the causative gef when wc arc not concerned
about the person doing the action.
The subject of the verb have or get causes the action to take place:
We have/get the windows cleaned once a month.
(We have an agreement with the window cleaner that s/he cleans the
windows once a month and we pay him/her. ]
You should have/get your eyes tested. (You should arrange for an eye test.)

* We occasionally use the causative have or get with by + agent;
We had/got the house decorated by a local firm of decorators,

Contrast: have and gef

The causative have and the causative get are very similar and often
interchangeable. However, the causative get is moare concerned with the
arranging that is required in order for something to be done:

I had the car serviced this morning.

(I caused this to happen but [ may or may not have taken the car to the garage
myself.)

I got the car serviced this moming,

(This is almost the same but there is an assumption here that I took the car to
the garage.)

When we are concerned with the process of something happening and not the
preparatory arrangements, we use the causative have and not the causative get:
I like having my hair done.

They stayed with us while they were having their flat decorated.

15



Varbs

We do not generally use the causative ger in the present perfect or past perfect:

Oh, vou've had vour hair done. [MNOT ¥lpe-get—rouriairdona. |

Notes

o We also sometimes use get + object + past participle to say that we did something
curselves. When we use it in this way, it suggests that there was a lot to be done or that il
was difficult but that we managed to finish it:

[ got all my work done vesterday.

* We occasionally use the causative have and get when the subject of have/get does not
cause the action o happen but is an unwilling victim. It is generally used in this way with
verbs denoting crimes:

I had/got my bag stolen last week.

Practice

28 Rewrite the words underlined using kave or get + object + past participle,
1 There’s a phetographer over there, Why don’t we ask her to take our

picture?
Why don't we havelget our picture taken?

2 D've finally decided to arrange for someone L0 pierce my nose.
've finally decided to have/get my nose pierced.

3 There's a leak in the rool. We should arrange for someone Lo repair it.

.............................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................

7 I'm having a bit of trouble with my eyes at the moment so someone’s

ooing to test them next week,
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Verhs

10 The baby was crving because someone was washing her hair.

............................................................................................................

12 1 don't know if I've passed the course because the tutors haven't

marked all mvy work vel.

..........................................................................................................

............................................................................................................

MISCELLANEQUS
25 Constructions after wish
USE

» With past simple,
To express dissatisfaction with a present situation or repeated habitual activity,
use wish + past simple:
[ wish she didn’t. .. (but she does)
I wish she did... (but she doesn’t)
I wish she spoke Frenchi. (but she doesn’t. 1 would very much like her t0.)
With the verb te be, use was or were alter I/'She/He/Tt. Were is a little more
formal;
[ wish the weather was/were a bit warmer, (but it isn’t)

= With wounld.
To express dissatisfaction and annoyance about something that we would like
lo be different but that we do not expect to be different.
When we use il to refer to a person, it suggests that the person refuses to
change:
I wish she would speak French. (but she won’t, She can speak French but she
refuses to speak it.)
[ wish it would stop raining. (but it won't. I do not expect il to stop.]

* With past perfect,
To express regret about the past, use wish + past perfect:
[ wish 1 had studied harder. {but T didn’t and now I regret it.)

MNotes

® We can use if ondy... in place of I wish... . It also expresses dissatisfaction and regret. Tt is
somewhat stronger than wish: If only I hadn’t said thal.

* Wish + to-infinitive 15 a more formal way of saying I want to... or I would like to... It is
used in [ormal spoken language or in writing: The management wish to inform you that.
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Form and use of the causative

Form of the causative: ‘have something done
_

[» LEG 12.10-41]

1 Mota ihe differance betwian thaso two Ssanbances
! had biellt & howss (past pedesct lanza = 'l did it mysel’ [= BEA|)
1 had @ hoiga BelE (e causative = *| armangsd 1or it o 'sa doma’ 1= 12.538])

2 Wa feerrs the causative with havs + nown oF promcun abject + pas! partiiphs,
Wa usa the causaliva @ diferant tenses and with modals:
Lam having & howse Buill, | hid a8 haise bedlt, | fave had a housa bullt,
__!______.__E__..mm housa mE_____., __..__Em:_____.__..n d gb:E __ut__._...,hn___iu .:n_r_..E EE_.. s_ﬁ

S T I R N s i e

_ﬂ.n__._.__u_im_ thasa sontancas with tha corrget larms of the weebs In Drackes,

1 Thioy'w just had thieir living room .
2 our car angire sounds draadhl, .._._n__.. ucmu___ _ﬁ_ _._m..._m _
3 Hawa you hed your ayes ., e i B k3

4 He's going 1o hava nis _._m_q

2 Gan | hava 1his tatlar . L

G This ladber i 50 _:._ﬂn:_“.m:" _ i .".._nzq._m ___n_ _._m.._m _._

£ P e _n_mEﬁm_m___
ST | [« - 11
__Eu_.q___.\._ﬂ. :mm.____
< il She waokand, [gul)
_u__mmmm_... h_"__.__u_ﬁ_ﬁ__..h_u______
- by & lasayar. [winile)

The causative compared with the active and passive [» LEG 12.12|

1 Wea pze the actlve to describe jobs we do gursolvaes ar whon wi know who's deing a jods
'm gareietng e car. Jeck i3 sanvicing s car,

2 'Wa use the pazslve io =ay that & job s being done for us, Bub v San't know o don want
_ {0 say wia & dalng It
Tha ear is balng serviced, [We'e focusing on the cas = 12.24])

3 We usg the causative to siress the zct that we are ‘causing’ somaone to do @ job for us:
I hawing the ear sendoed. | frave hed my car serviced, 'm golng to heva my halr cul
Mot *i'rl gty bo culd e harr ™ whieh moans “I'm gaing b cut il mysell’, jcompare = 16.28]

Wa aften usa the causalive wilh werks that have 1o do wilh Seevicos; a4,
_un_._ﬁ claa, nm_u_u_.m_.m davalog H.w*___.i mand, n_:_u_._u_H_.n__..___ _"_,,._m_mmh __..,_.,___.ﬁ PRI, SENACEH,

ma_"__u___, the carrac; forms of the verbs i brackobs,
| Whnat are you daing? = 1.., &Eﬁ%&%
2 Whare's your car? - It ..

- I g, Jedean)
m._ ﬂ_.a_ =._n__.=m_.___ _ __ E__mn. _" __._ an howr, {oaan)
3 | never firdd irs ta n_EE 4_._m CE E__.mm__ 53 _ R S s TR o A i o 1 s . {zl=an]

4 Did vau dacarabe the raom w_a_.__zm_._._qu z_u wWa
5 We can't use tha :......ﬁ rogm, It -,

" Em_H_E_m_
m" _:m _._..QJ.E {dacarala)

B au .. T I ey rman et Y ._._.__m.___ __H_w. .Em_m __.__..ua_ (FUSLYTEPEE your Shocs)
7T My m:n_th 5 .1 was an axpansive jobl {jush repair)
8 Thi hes ._...u:.h .u: _...____ L e S Sl il erry=alf. {repair)
& 'I'd like 1hig filen .. o sakd, _wa_._n.__.;. thi assistant sald, (develop and pant)

10 'Can | usea the _u__.__En_u_u_u_ﬂ
11 Who
12 ___.Eﬂm _.E_"ﬁﬁ_mn_ 5 _.3_ aEﬂﬂ =1

. this decumant? | asked, {photacopy)
E_w ._”:_E_.m: 5 Rﬂﬁ_m in .__.__a _Ecm.m_.w Who diz you think? | da! (merd)

. at the sramenl. [phabsespy)

ﬁu 3 Fomy .__E_.Em_ E_E_ nﬂ__.ahr.n

— - = - LT e

Write 2:

12.3C

Study:
w4

Write:

12.3D
Write:

Today is Wednpeday_ Loos at Ltha notes Mada wrole yestarday and sarly ioday. Then wrie:
awhal sha had dang yastarday; bwhad sk is hdwing dano foday,
¢ what sha iz going to have dorg lamemow,

Tiaes Wedreadasy (Eodas) .._|_,E._.u.m.._.._u
_nihn.a_.”m...__... cloannd eues faeshad a tonkh exbencked
tum freen planted o Bilen devlopad tub beekln Filied

ear aendoed Habe dsae

Sarmd. Furnidiee dellisped

1a m__z. tucal (e Al AR AR A LA LET Y.

¢ ..hEd mﬂh@ . wﬂﬂmﬁ LT AL A LA, TOmETe

‘Get’ in the causative: 'get something done’ [> LEG 12,17, 12.13]
W somglimes use gelin place of have in the causalive 1o say semihing i urgor: B
Hirlie that car _._m___n_._..,_.._._m._“__.q Hnwﬁm______.a”_ el ____.mm car ...mu.u_:m&__ __En_:u _._E_E._n nm:m.m_h..__m“. -

Usa getin place of kv in these sertancas,

11 LSE HEVE oo PR @28 s repart phooonpied and serd ol sirasghtewey.
2 They'ra finaky :m.:._._m_ st s s nen s NN GEATrEL hoaling repaired,
3 Wil ba having ... .. thia job gane by 8 local builder
4 YWhy don™ pou _._m...__m .. Thad suit clraned? 115 fiHky?
L& Hawe .. i ____.u__._q w_.m_ﬂ __...E_
Context

Fia in causglivn forms far fho verbs in brackels.

COMNSTANT MAINTENARNCE]

The more You own, he mare Thase & 1o go wiong. You irvest in a rews
hi-h systam and in ng e yau hae % (7 reoaid nru_n i
You (a mew washing mashing instal] 2., i p_._n_ Et E_....m
to buy sxpansive insuranca 1o maintain i1 Yau n__.___q & car and need b [if

sarwios] Y. .. regtarly. You by a camara and than

Spind mE_.E:a _:_33.._" nm__ﬁnﬁu__ﬂv.__aa ¥ N - Ivs not
only things that mead corstant attention. _.__"_.__._ ﬁ_#_n.._ e _.ﬁ,._.w_n_ o Qs
= 1) PR AL BTSN e [ el MM 2. et and {our
EMEEE HoFal) T e e BUE | A0 30 Sl k024 Bk | el 1o
(RT3 B S0l] P s e o % B0 nica in SR window

announcad: ‘Al our cusiomers prampthy exaculed! You carainhy
woukdn't need to dany iobs dab e aftE Thas!

<o CREIGMES] proeTply exncuied|
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Using passives UNIT
EXERCISES
40
The choice hetween an active and passive sentence allows us 1o present the sime information in a1 Rewrite thewe serences, Tnstead of nsing  peaple?  omebed)’, ar ey weite o passive reniemos
i diffierent osders, n,..“._.“_u_.._“_:_._..ﬁ. with RO e .___._m.__.__“__. rel ik Hr
active + The storm damaged the roof, gassive * The roof was damaged by the storm. L Semebody introduced me to Dir Felix base year. | was inbroduced. 1o Dr Pelix 1ast year,
o ) ) ) 2 People are destroving large areas of fotest every day, i
Fhis SERLENCE is about e S and This SEOLGNCE 15 m_.._E_.H e ,_a.._.._ﬂ. and sy what 1 Somchody has hought the Basd next 1o our house,
says what i did. f fhe s s the happened 1 it. (The "agent’ goes in a 4 Somehody had already reported the accident belore | phoned.
pgent’. prepasitional phrase wich by after the verk.) 5 Thope they will have completed ail the marking by lomorrow.
H teaki T . bt , £ People were using the lennds court, sewe couldn’e play.
ere ams some situations where we typically choose a passive racher than an selive T Samebody will el vou when vou sheuld go in to see the doctor.
* When the apent is not known, i3 ‘peaple in general’, is pnimportand, or is obvious, we prefer § They should have finished the hotel by the time you arrive,
pasalves. Imoan active senlence we need 1o include the apenl as subject: vsing o passive allows us 9 Wodoubt somebady will blame me for the peoblem,
e okl the agent by leaving oul the prepositionsl phoss with by ' People expect better results soon, |
e My ollice was brokes info when | was on boliday, (unknown agent? 11 They have found an unexploded bomb in Herkert Sguare, and they are evacuating the arsa.
T
= = An order form o epn be foand on page 2. (agent = people in gencral)
- These bowes should be handled withcaze, {unimportant agent) n2 Here is ove bapiiaing ofa répord afan experimment.  Soweire I puniing verlz ia the passiae windee
= She is being treated inbospital, (obvicus agent; presumably 'dociors’) appropricte and. making ony ather secestary. chaviges. () |
= Im factual writing, particularly in deserbing procedares or processes, we often wish o ool Hhe
gpent, and use passives:
= Muclear wastc will still be radicactive even after 20,000 vears, so a0 masd be disposed of ahps e
wery carcfully, Tt can be stored as a liquid in stainless-steel containers which are encised in Hieonduced the, sest: Lo, thi: sehat] library % nd . apaAt i
concreie, The most dangerous moclear waste can be dumed inlo gloss, 16 is planned 19 slore H tonk the children out _._4. thedr narmal lessons et Ll
this glass in deep wnderground mines, i PP gf four. T carried out all the tests 19 Fapuary 1996, The |
: ooa of two components. First, 1 abowed the children [
* [n spoken English we aften ase a sabiect such as le, soamseha Chary, Wi, or viML oven whien &l ot d ) 2 ;
B 3 Jeck sl i U s Fae, Wy ) wﬂwﬂp presented these in Chapter 33 and T asked them ko

ixi} B 1 ; i than
use & passive. Campane: __._.m_w__.mmnu_w_ SH_W”.__._,ﬂ _.x_w_h 5 E_"._&THE“HMEM_WP__HE._ EM_HHHHH“ EJ H.. -
*  They're Installing the new computer system next month, R ey o0 L BNARTSR. LIRS ST INM0IRG, S iCTR) ANk
s The new computer systerm s belng Installed nextmonth, | * Farrd] LIEotan Sl lo-R0lve 6 a Shott 3 Hime ar paiile. |

n] i & 105 AT L DN ML TR : remained in the room while the children did Sia-.-
Motice alse that sonse verbs have corresponding novns, These nouns can be used as the subjzet
of passive senfences, with o new passive vorb intreduced:
= The insialkadion of the new computer system will be completed By next menth. [

we do not know wha the agent 8. T foomal Englisl, pacticnlarly wating, we olien prefer to o 8

The tesc .. |
= I English we vsually prefir (o put old informstion af the beginning of a sentence {or claiss)
and pew inlormration at the end, Choosing the possive often allows us te do this. Compare
Eleese fwa [exts and nofice where the old information {in fafics) and new information (as hold) A Rewrire these sentences beghining with (The) + a noun formed from the underlined verb and a
i placed in the second senlenee of cach. The second text uses a passive: passive verb, Choose an appraprale verh tenre and mele ary other necessary changes. 8}

= The thres machines tested for the repart contained different types of safisty valve, The Boron
Crooup in Germany manufaciured e mochines,

= The three machines tested for the report contained different fypes of safery valve, e
seaclines were manufacturcd by the Boron Greoup in Germany,

= It is often more natural oo put agents (sobjectsd which consist of long expressions at the cnd of
a sentenee, Using the passive allows ug Lo do this, 5o, lor exampla:
& I was surprised Sy Don’s decision fa give up Bis job ard mave fo Sypdney.
i more naturel than "Dos’seciion o give up Rz job ahd move fo Sydwey sucprised me,!

1 They will copaider the issue al next wesk's meeting, Consideration will be given to the issue
b nexl week's meeking,

They eventually pegmicied the site to be used for the fiestivod,

They have fgansforred the money (o my bank acecunt.

They will present the (eophy aller the speeches,

They will pot announce the findings until next week

They demuiizhed the building in only tweo days.

They will produge the new car in a purpase-huilt fBctory.

et T U U R P R

Fomigpeeshe senercess R} Fase vt forres = [ETERTRE
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UNIT
EXERCISES w._

Liziig e wasSwere -+ past partiviple fpassive) form, ond one past simple faciived form, ave
o afthe fwp verhs car complede botl sentences in the pair? ¥4)

1 & Bhe .._...__u..q.......__uﬂ_um.m__...nn;::ﬁ o class latg,
b i hoticed  per carcying avellow bag.
L. . ... .them tekiog sapples from my garden,
They. . .........siealing apples fom the farosed's fields,
Az he fell ineo the pool, e Biissell shobting ke help.
Fooes. .o shouwting s bMes Mockham before the robbery.
| winztinge for at least an hour,
L. petting caoght in the rain withaut an umbec]la.
We .o . ... the bille waiting for vz when we oot hame.
They. . ......cotering the building with knives,
We o e birthday presents that Uacle Joseph zond,
The children playing foeotkall in the park this morning.

frecall i{Fatios
(recall fnatice])
{tateh ¢ not mind)
{lmagine ¢ hear)

[daslike ¢ keep)

(find ¢ drend)

i
BomreE IR oo

fsce / Like)

crm
)

Complete the sentences wsing a pair afverbs. Dise the past simple for the fest vard aoo o passive
Jarem with being + post pacticiple or 1o be + past participle for the second. [ & B

wvoid ! ran down
not mind S photograph

seeim ¢ desipn
ey § pay

deserve~given
tend ¥ forget

appear § cragk
Tesent ¢ ask

He deserved to be qiven  apaward for hravery.

I

2 The iy openet. . oo Jor lefi-haoded people.

J He ... ...... .;;oy mooey for giving his advice to the company
4 She..........lo make tea foreveryone al the meeting,

5 Many reliable mothods of stering information oowhen computers arrived
_m_;.m_zn_E_u__......._._m.:.__"f_mmf.mr.::._r._.azu_mr_q_nﬂn_qa_uﬁ-
.._.F.yn_;:.,_:w......ﬁ.u.ﬂu_n_.__h_mu_hu_m_ghnn.
mq___n..u..___a_..:_._ﬁ .H._._,_psﬂ_”__:nmu_mnnm-

K necessary, corvect rhese sentences. (4 & &)

Ken wis wanted fo be the leadsr of the pasty.

I bad been taughe o be played cless by the time T was Four,
Montea is considered o be the best student in the closs.

The paiating bas been reported being missing.

Brerek is hated fo be sway from home sa often.

Jaan ond Frank are being allowed o keop the prize moncy,
Jane 15 preferred te ride her bike where her parents can s2e her,

=i S L e L Bl e

Make passive sentenees begtameg with the wnderfined wordfs), Doer dhe seatence you hove
writhen fiove o corespanding meaning to the arigival, or o diferend meaning? ()

| The lapongse visitors strogeled o enderstand lames,
2 The guesliens appeared fo confuse David.

3 The teacher tended to ignore g ]
_“Hﬂ“_n....qnwzmn_..—._:_”._.__..m.n.ﬂ;_»_aﬂ_u

e = e T
e s b e ]

L e B ALY

T

.

31 4 T T

Liis,

Sl R A

ke

=y
b e i o

3.63

364

365
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Active and passive voice

ﬂum.ﬁns vOICE is used to describe the last major verb category to be
constdered in this chapter: that which distinguishes an active verb phrase
(eg: ate) from a passive one (eg: was eaten). We have loft this topic to the end
of the chapter for two reasons ; first, the passive construction, when it occurs,
appears in finul position in the verb phrase (of Type I, 3.35), and second,
voice is 3 category which, as we saw in 2.21, coneerny notonly verb phrases,
but cther constituents in the clause, and therefore points to connections
between this chapter and sections in later chapters (esp [6.267, 18.32) where
the contrast between active and passive must be reconsidered in a larger
context, ' .
Voice defined

Voice is a prammatical category which makes it possible to view the action
of a sentence in either of two wiys, without change in the Facts reported:

The butler murdered the detective, [AcTIVE] [
~ The detective war marderad by the buller, [Passive) S

As we set from [1] and [2], the active-passive relation involves two
gremmatical levels: the verh phrase, and the clavse. In the former, a passive
verb phrase (e one containing a construction of Type I¥) conteasts with an
active verb phrage, which is simply defined as one which dees not contain
that construction. For example:

Table 3.64

ACTIVE PAREIVE
pregant kisges I dfsred
past: Efiaa! =~ o blssod
E....nup... may kisg ~ g be kigad
perfective. et Kissed e furs been kissed
prO@reasive e kisnirg = b ey Rl
madel + perfective: mizy hace Kiseed ~ may have heen kissed
madal 4 progressive: iy be kizsing e b el kieeed

pecfective + progressive:  Ains heen kisring
modil 4 parfective -
progressive:

¢

fas bear being kisned

ey hove been Kilesing ~ pray hews been being Kissed

In the verb phrase, the difference between the two voice categories iz that
the passive adds a form of the auxiliary BE followed by the past participle
(~ed participle) of the main verb,

The active-passive correspondence

In addition, at the clause level, changing from the sctive to the passive
involves rearrangement of two clavse clements, and one addition {gf 2.21).
{a} The active subject becomes the passive acenT: (b) the active object
becomes the passive subject; and (c) the preposition by is introduced before
the agent, The prepositional phrase (AGENT oy-PHRASE) of passive senlences

T
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is generally an optional element (bat of 3.71). The active-passive correspond-
ence for a monotransitive verb (gf 2.14) with an object {typically a noun
phrase) can be scen disgrammatically as in Fig. 3.65:

g W L]

Jafm edmired Marv [1]

ACTIVE SUURIECT ACTIYE VERTE ACTIVE ORIECT

FASSIVE SUBJECT - n FASSIVE VERR OEFTHHEAL AGENT
2Y-PHBASE

Mary Fo wiar admired by Jad) 2]

5 ¥ e

Fig 365 The active-passive correspondencs

Alternatively, the active-passive corréspondence ean be expressed by thig
formula:

noun phease; -+ &ctive verb phrase + noun phrase,
~ noain phrase, + pasaive verh phrase + (by noun phrase,;)

The terms *subject’ and “object’ in Fig 3.65 are used here, as in 2,13 and 10.7,
o refer to elements with a particutar structeral function in the clanse: &g the
subject has concord with the verh phrase, and contains a subjective rather
than objective case pronoun. Thus cerfain chanpes apant from thoss
represented in[ 1] and [2] may have to take place in changing a sentence from
active to passive (g 3.70):

The men respect ker. [3]
~ She 5 respected by the men, % i4]

|
But although the corresponding active and passive sentences appear to be
radically different, the refations of meening between theie elements romain
the same: for exampls, [1] bas the same truth value as [2], and [3] has the
same truth valoe as [4]. In Jolme helped Mory and Mary was helped by John,

.Ha___a._miﬂ_“_ir ._ﬂwm...m m._n‘uﬂ_,a:an-a_.ﬁsnmn&anﬂnﬁi__ﬁcm_uﬁ_.:ﬂpa.:_r
Jokn has o very Wifferent position and function in cach,

[af Corresponding active and paspive sendences de not, bowiowes, always have ik same bruth
witlos (g 3.72). :

[b] %o distingisish termbnefogieally the agant, g defined Ebove {and in grammotical imdition),
firam the pgentive, which i3 a semoolic rele (ol L0L19) often assemed by the sutgect af an aclive
samtenca ar by the agent ol'a passbve sentence {of 500

The passive auxiliaries: be and get
The passive auxiliary is normally be. [is only serious contender is gef, which
however is not, by most syntaclic criteria, an suxiltary at all {gf 3.224),

i

o

S

o

i

BT

o

Ty

S

R e e T

Motive and passive voice 161

Moreover, get tends to bo limited to constructions without an expressed
animate agent: -

The cat-got et oper (by a bus), James gof beaten 1ast night.
Get with an animate agent is not, however, unknowi !
Tamis gol caught ;..F.....En policel

The ger-passive 15 avoided in formal style, and evén in informel Englishiit is
far less frequent than the fe-passive. Forther examples are;

The house is gerting rebuill, {11
Such criticisms will get freared with the contempt they deserve, 2]
This story eventually gt tremslated into English. [3]

et i3 much more common as a *résulting copula’ (gf 16,21/ in sentences
Vike My mother (5 getting old, and it may be best analysed as such in seniences
which look snperficially like passives, but which could not be expanded by
an agent (g 3.77);

We are getting bopred down in all sorts of problems. {informal: [4]

I have to get dressed before eight o'clock. [ ="dress’] [5]
I don't want to get mived up with the police again. {informal® [8]
Your argument geis 8 bit confised here. (7

Similarly get bored, get thred, ger (very) excited, get lost, ete. Get is a dynamic
comclusive verb (gf 4.33§), and the participles in these sentences are stative
{er: dresred” means 'in a state of wearing clothes’, as in Jane i5 already
dressed ). Hence the meamnopg of such sentences is predictable if they are
regarded as SV sentences with ger as main verb and the participle (with its
modifiers if any) as complement, as suggested by this exchange:

AsT[B] 'm [¥] completely confused [C],
B: Yes, 118] 'm getting [V] confused [C], as well [AL

1t is important, therefore, o draw a distinction between the passive sentences
[1-3] and the copular sentences [4- 7], which we may call PSEUDD-PASSIVE (e
3.T7 At the same time, there is an affinity between these sentence types, and
this is evident when we constder the meaning of the gei-passive, which, like
the copular ger, puts the emphasis on the sabject rather than the agent, and
on what happens o the subject as a result of the event. Compare He gof
taught a fesson ‘it served him right’] with:

He TMM___% Fertigdit o lesson on the subjuoctive (by our new teacher].
It is presumably because of the emphasis which per places on the subject
referent’s condition {usually an unfavourable condition) that the agent is less
usual with a gef-passive. This same emphasis may acconnt in part for the fact
that the ge/-passive often reflects an unfavourable attitude towards the
action:

How did that window gef openea?

typleally implies ‘Tt should have been left shut!
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[a] The gerpssive pravides a conveaient nay of avalding the passive with be in cases where
these i & potentiol confusion hetween the normal passive interpretation and thot of (he 'statal

.passive’ {of L.17), Thus the ambiguily bevween slative and dynsmic mesning in The chair war

Aroden is ellminated in The ehale por broke, :
[b] Fhe idiomatic expression gof sared i3 anomaloes, in thot sieed comnol be drended as p
tromaitive verb i this conlext:
Fow s can we ped staried oo the awimming pool 7
This idiom appenrs to b closely releted 10 the cansative uee of gel, ez in;

How 5000, can we g *HHE_M.__L“E;EEEu pool? (g 16,54)

Compars i snilar pesedo-passive construction with de (o 2.7 7 More [a])

le} Apart from get, verbs In pecodo-passive sentences inclade becore, grow, and seem {of 1621,
16.23]. . ;
Voice constraints

Although it is a peneral fule that transitive verb zentences can be either
active or passive, there are a number of exceptions whers the active
(transitive).and passive senténces ane not in systematic correspondence. We
will distinguish five Kinds of ‘voice constraint® associated respectively with
the werb (368, the object (3.70), the agent (3.71), meaning (3.72), and
frequency of use (3,73},

Yerb constraints

{2} ACTIVEONLY

There are greater restrictions on verbs occurring in the passive than on verbs
eeourring in the active, In addition to copular and intransitive verbs, which
having no object cannot take the passive, some transitive verbs, called
‘middle’ verbs, do aot occur at least in some senses in the passive (o 10, 14);
for example:

They fape a nice house, "The drezs hecomes her.
He facks confidence, John resembles his Father
The auditorinm fofds S000 people... Wil this suir you'?

All these belong to the stative class of verbs of "being” and “having” (57431 )
But other stative verbs, such as those of volition or attitude, can easily occur
in the passive. Conteast:

The coat does not fit you. ~ *You are not Btted by the coat.
“The polick want him, ~ He is wanted by the police.

(b} PARSIVE ONLY
Conversely, with some verbs and verb constructions only the passive is
possible {g16.50):

aaid

John was ﬁa ed

.& .
~*Thay A”WE.H&% him to be a good teacher.

WE_ be a good teacher.

Other examples are be born (with an iecegular past participle), and be drowned
{in cases where no agent is implied):

Hewas born in Tibingen. ~ THis mother bore him in Tobingen.

ey
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The wanted man Fell into the water and was drowned, « . . . ad
someans drowmed him.

Prepositional verbs . .
In English, prepositional verbs (¢ 16.567) can often occur in the passive, but
not so freely as in the active. These prepositional verbs are verbal idioms
consisting of a Iexical verb followed by a preposition, such as faok ar.
Compare the following sentences, in which [1a) and[2a] contain prapositional
verbs, whereas [1b] and [2b] contain the same words in nonidiomatic use:

the problem: [1a]

The'engineers went very carsfully fnra TF_ tunnel. ; [1b]

..u._uﬁ probiem . b
TJ._E tunnel W:E very carefully game fto by the engineers.

They eventually arviped at ﬁﬁ.ﬁ expecied result, [24]

the splendid stadinm. B
The expected result i
*..__.__,—._.ﬁ splendid mﬁmmcﬁw was eventually arrined at.

In thess sentences itis clear that the diffecence in acceptability can be stated
in terms of concretefabstract passive subjects, It is only in the abstract,
figurative use that go imo, arrive at, look into, and many other expressions
accept the passive,

With some ingenuity, however, one may construct contexts where such
verbal expressions will ocour in the passive even where they dre not used
abstractly and idiomatically, especially in a coordinate constraction: - 7

This private drawer of mine has been gone ffo and rummaged 50 many
times that it is totally disarranged.

Thus the distinction between prepositional verbs and nonidiomatic combi-
nations of verb and prepogition does not entirely determine the possibility of
a passive. Rather, there isa scale of “cohesion” between verb and preposition,
which will be analysed later, in L6.[2F, when we come to examine
prepositional verbs in more detail. :

Object canstraints

Transitive verbs can be followed either by phrasal or by clangal objects (g
15.34, 16.30/7). With clauses as objects, however, the passive transformation
iz to & greater or lesser degres restricted in vse;

(A) Moun phrase as object:
Joha loved Marp, ~ Mary wis loved (by John)
(B) Clause as object:
(i) Finite clause:
John thought (thar) she war artraciive,
e V2Tt she was attractive was thoupht (by John),
i} Monfinite clause:
{a} tnfinitive:

John hoped to meet her. ~ *To meet her was hoped (hy John),



Habe

3T

184 Varbaand suxiliaries

(k) participle:
Johm enjoyed reeing her,
~ *N3eeing her was enjoved (by John),

The passive often becomes acceptable, however, particularly when the object

is a finite clause, if the clausal object is extraposed and replaced by the
anticipatory pronoun i (¢ 16.34, 16,721, 16,83, 18.33):

Tt was thought that she vwas atiractive.
It was hoped bo meet her,

or if the subject of the object clanse is made the EEE of a passive
superordinate clause {of 16.50, 18.36), s in:

Sie wras :.E:u.wﬁ o B aiiraciive.
The construction with anticipatory ff never oteurs with participle clauses as
subject, and is only sometimes acceptable with infinitive clauses (¢ 16.38):

It wos desived fo hae the report deffvered here,
{Even then, the acceptability of this construction may be eriticized on
grownds of style.}

Coreference between a subject and a noun phrase object blocks the passive

correspomndence, This constraint otcurs with (1) reflexive pronouns, (b)

reciprocal pronouns, and (¢) possessive pronouns when coreferential to the
subject:

Paul
{2} JTohn could sce ﬁ hintself
* Paul

L ____mﬁ_,#“i__* could be seen in the mirror,

(b} We could hardly see each other in the fog,
~ ¥ Bach other could hardly be sekn in the fog.

my hand.
her head,

#Emm shaken by the woman,

w_. f the mirro.

{¢) The woman shook *

E:Ea
) P Her head
_

[8] The jrassve al he seabence witl a recipracal protows can be mads accepdable if the pronourn
ieaplit inka twe pacds as follows:

Each could hardly be sesn by 1he other, (gf6,31)
[b] Sipce reffaxive and recipronal pearouns e objective cass replacements, we would m any

case pod expect them 1o take subject pasition in & passive sentence, ac For that maiter in any
athersenkenes (of 14650

fel The pasaive is not pessible for many idioms in which the vl and the offest Form a ek
unit:

Theship setaail, = *Bail was st

We chianged huses, ~ *Buses were chunged.

Agent constralnts
Ualike the active subject, the agent by-phrase is gencrally optional. In fact
approximately four oot of five English passive sentences have no expressed

B it b, S B o e )
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agent. This omission occurs cspecially iﬁn the agent is irrelevant or
unknown, a8 in:

The Prime Minister has often been eriticized recently,
or where the agent 15 Jeft out as redundant:.
Jack fought Michael lagt night, and Jack was beaten,

An.agent phrase by Michae! would cleerly moc be necessary or even wﬂ“__u___
acceptable in this context,

Since the agent phrase is usually keft unexpressed, the identity of the Ewﬂ:
may be irrecoverable, and it may be impossible to postulate & unigue active
clause corresponding to the passive one:

Cirder had boen restored without bloodshed,

Colonel Laval {7)
The administcation (1) » kad restored order witkout bloodshed.

The army (7
In some senbeoce, the ageat & not opdicanl; ae;
The mussic was fETowed by a sher intesal, [1
STt snsbs e e, [2]
The cebels were aetnatad by bath relipgiaus nod palitica] motiess, 13
*The rebels iere acimiad 1#]

Hewever, the mondcoucresss of the ageniless sentences [2] ned (4 may be due not 2o much o
grammaiical or kxjcal restriction, a5 oo 1be Fecl thatl withour 1k spenL, the semence becarnes
iformationslly vacuous. {In this coaneclion, [2] may be contrasted with Fe're doing
foltaed )

Mleantng constralnts

We cannot assume that matching active and passive sentences elways have
the same propositional meaning. The difference of order brought about by
changing an active sentence into the passive or vice verse may well make a
difference not only in emphasia (gf 183, 18,11, but also to the scope of
negatives and quantifiers (gf 2.541):

Every schoolboy krows one joke at least. 1]
~ One joke at least i5 known by every schoolboy. [2]

The most likely interpretation of (1] is quite different from the tnost likely
interpretation of [2]: wherzas [1] favours the reading ‘Each schooiboy knows
at least sorne joke or other’, [2] favours the reading “Thers is one particular
joke which is known to every schoolboy'.

Moreaver, & shift of modal meaning may accompany a shift of veice in
verb phrases containing modal auxiliaries (of 4.52:

John cannot do it
~ Tt cahnol be done (hy John).

In the gotive, can here will normally be interpreted as expressing ability,
whereas in the passive it 33 intecpreted as expressing possibility, Even when
it might be arpued that con retaing the same meaning of ahility in both active
and passive, 4 shift of meaning is detectable:
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John can’t be taught, ['It's impossible to teach him" o *He is unable to
learn’]
~ Bhe can't teach John. [*8he is unable to teach John')

Examples with other modal auxiliacies are;

"Every one of them must be reprimanded.
J [‘Every one of them is to blame]
~ ¥ou must reprimand every one of them.
[ [*It's your duty to do so”)
(Why wouldn't Miranda ride the grey mare?
[*Why did Miranda refuse ] e
~ Why wouldn’t the grey mare be ridden by Miranda?
L [*Why did the mare refuse?]

s

{a] The shift from active 1o pazsive may chacgs b megning ned onby of p modal construcian,
bt abao af b perfective nspect; :
Winston Clurchill has swics visited Horvard,. - [3
Harvard has twles been visited by Winsten CluzechdL. ]
i1 bins beeem clairoed chad the petive sentence [3) can only be appropsiately used in the Tifetine of
Churchill, siges the subject of 1he seience dstemaioes 1B interpreinbility of the perlective in
barme of & peried of fime leading ep 4o the preseet (o200 The passive seetencs (4, according
b this ciaim, could appropriately be soid now, after Chirchill’s death, since Harvard Usiversity
i 3tlll i exdstames, However, spenkers have dilferdig intulians on ikis modeer,
1) Soaves differeaca batween ihe meaning of an nchive sentence aed o5 passve counbarpart hus
nkse been eoted in examples such as [5] and [8], whers both sabiect ond obfect of the sctive
sentenes ars generic (o 5500

Thoavears bulll dasms. < "ams ars bailt by beavers. (5]
Ezxcessive droinking cnusss high hloed peessure, = YHigh blaml pressara is caused by
exetialve drinking. [6]

This diffecence, which is a diffecence of preferrsd nterpretaiian anly, 2rises Trons tles face that
In mbject positicn, o generic phrase fends o B interpaeied undvecsally, while ic abject ar ngent
pasitioa, this imiveezal meaning disappears. Thus ibe subject Seopers in [5] &8 Jikely 1o mean
apprasimassty ‘ol beavers’, while dans bs likely to bave & simalasly gederic meaning in the
pasEye counberpart. %, i

Freqoency constraints
Ta the structural and semantic restrictions mentioned in the preceding
sections, we may add ‘frequency constraints’, There is a notable difference in
the frequency with which the active and passive voices are used, The active
is penerally by far the more common, but there is considerable variation
smong ndividual text types. The passive has been found to be a5 much as
ten times as frequent in one text a3 in another. The major stylistic factor
determining frequency seems fo be related to the distinction betweesn
informative and imagiative prose, rather than to a difference between
spoken and written English. The passive is generally more commoenly used
in informative than in imaginative writing, and i notably more frequent in
the objective, impersonal style of scientific articles and news reporting,
Asmight be expected, the passive becomes very much rarer incombinations
with other complex verb constructiona (ap Typea AD, BD, CD, ACD in
3.54), This rarity is extreme in the combinations BCD or ABCD (*perfective
progressive passive” and 'modal perfective progressive passive’), perhags In
part becacse of an avoidance of the awkwardncss of the be being sequence::
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The Conservatives wow the election, : {1]
~ The election was wen by the Conservatives. (2]
But:
The Conservatives face mod been wimiing seats lately. [3]
~ {MSeats have not been being wan by the Conservatives lately,
rargy ' f4]

As the passive paraphraze of [3] [4] offars no particular difficulties of
interpretation. But it is likely to be replaced in actusl use by the simpler
construction Seats fete nol baen won by the Consernatives fatelp, from which it
differs licfle in meaning (24,38, 4.40 Note [a]),

The passive gradient

The purely formal definition of the passive, oiz that the clawse contains the
comstruction be (or ger) -+ ~ed participls, is very broad, and would include, for
exgmple, all the following sentences:

This violin was sade by my father, 1
This conclusion i hardly fustifed by the results. 2
Coal has been replaced by oil. . {3
This difficulty can be avoided in several ways, (4] -
We are encouraged to go on with the project, [5]
Leomard was feferestesd in linguistics, [6]
The building fs already demsolished. (7]
The modern world is gerting ["bocoming'] more highly

industriviized and mechanized. (8]

But taking account of the verb's fenction and meaning, we prefer to consider
only those above the broken line as passive. Those below the line, [5-8), do
not have a clear correspondence with an active verb phrase or active clause,
and are increasingly remote from the ‘ideal’ passive of [1], which can be
placed in direct correspondence with a wnigue active counterpart. The
variety of relutionships displayed by [1 -8] may well be regarded 25 points on
A gradient or scale running from {1] to a sentence such as [9], which is elearly
to be analysed as having an adjectival complement following a copular vech

Wilg
My uncle ¢ got
seamd

W {very) tived. 19]

The posstbility of inserting very confirms the adjectival status of Hred.

Centraf passives

Examples [1-4] can be called ‘central® o ‘troe’ passives, Sentences [1]and [2]
have a direct active-passive relation. The difference betwesn the two is that
the former has a personal, and the latter 4 nonpersonal agent (g, 50):

~ My father made this violin, [14]
~ The results hardly fuseify this conclusion. [2a]
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Sentence [3} brings some unclarity about the nature of the active counterpart,
There are two possible active counterparts, depending on the interpretation
of the by-phrase: : :

~ il has replaced coal. [3a']
~ {People in many countrics) hase replaced coal by oil, [32%]

{The supplicd active subject, here and below, is given in parentheses.)
In the former case, the by-phrase has been interpreted as an agent phrase
corresponding to the active subject, but in the latter case, the by-phrase has

been given an instrumental interpretation (hy = witk), Similacly ambiguous

expressions are be confromtad byfwith and be inpressed bylwith,

Sentence [4] exemplifies the most common type of passive, that which has
no expressed agent (“agentless passive”), and so leaves the subject of the
active counterpart undetarmined.

Semi-pagsives : -
Sentences|5] and [6] represent a 'mixed’ or semi-passive elass whose members
have both verbal and adjectival properties (gf 7, 15f7), They are verb-like in
having active analogues:

We are encouraged to po on with the praject, I5]
~ {The results} encourage us to go om with the project. [5a]
Lezonard was interested in linguistics, . [6]
~ Linguistics interested Leonard. [Ga)

On the other hand, their adjectival properties incfude the possibility of:

(a} coordinating the participle with an adjective;

{b) modifying the participle with quite, rather, move, eto;

{c) replacing be by a lexical copular verb such a5 feef or seem:
W feal rather encouraged and content . | .
Leonard séemeed pery interested in amd keen on linguistics.

To these we may add the fact that [5] and [6} are stative rather than dynamie.
This in itself does not exchede a passive analysis, lor there are stative passives
as well as dynamie passives, as is alveady illusteated by [2): This conclusion =
hardly fustificd __m_w the results, It does, however, tilt the scales in favour of an
adjectival analysis, since all participial adjectives have a stative meaning,
whereas corresponding verbs usually do not,

in sech adjectival uses of the past participle, it is rare to have a bp-phrase
expressing the agent, but blends such as the following do oocur:

I feel cather let down by Als indifferance.
She seems extremely elated by her success.

Even -ed adjectives which have no corresponding active infinitive or finite
varh forms may occasionally have agent by-pheoses:

We were unimprazsed by his attempts.
. | "His attempts snimpressed us.
His attermpds did not impress us.

-'\'-|
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Ewvidently the ability to take an apent hy-phrase cannot be regarded as
diagnostic of the passive construction, (If further confirmation is needed, it
will b¢ found in noun phrases where the agent b-phrase occurm: as
postmedifier: poerts by Wordsworth.) 2

-There are, in fact, several propositions which can introduce agent-like
phrases; notably abowr, a2, ever, fo, and with {cf9.4%F, 16.69): .

We were all worrled about the complication. {10]
~ The complication worried us all. [10a]
Twas a bit surprised ot her befraviopr, [11]
~~ Her behaviour surprised me a bit, [11a]
You won't be bothered with me any more. [12]
~ I wan't bother you any more, . {12a]
This edition was not known to earfier sohalars. [13]
~ Barlier scholars did not know (of) this editdon. [13a]

But just as a by-phease (s noted in 3.75) may cooccnr, in an instrumental
function, with an active subject, so these apent-like phrases may sometimes
cooccur with an active subject, and so be interpreted ambiguously when in
e passive:

Leonard was interested i fngufsitern.
~ (Someote) interested Leonard tn Mnguistics,

There 15 thus no strong résson to treat such prepositional phrases, whether
introduced by by or some other preposition, as diagnostic of the passive
Voo,

fn] Semi-pnssive constructions soch &8 tbese ol I0-13] &n have a clause 3 complemensntion
(el LET1):

Twag sarposed thar the fog wes 5o goed, :
I such eases, the clausal complomemiation con alse be sten as analogous ta gn agsnt; of

~= That M food was 5o good surpriscd me. [1da]
EB] B Fwoet (o) diflers [ram ather exnmples of the semi-paseive in Bucking the cuosalive foatire
af b warrted {aboud), be nerprired (o, eeo, aod 1 nol takicg wodifars like quite ard resbors

1 was rther surprised b her methods,
beal:

*Hermedbods are ratksr know bo ive.

[Cin the ather hand, the & knowwe (e constructles can be inlensifed by wel: bl the sequence
el b can be hyphenated, arsl is pechnps ncompeend here

[14]

Pseudo-passives
Finally, [7] and [8} have nefthar an active transform nor a possibility of agent
addition:

The building 15 already demaolished. in
The modern world is getting more highly industrialized and
mechanized. (8]

Such exemples may be called "pseude-passives', since it is chicfly only their
superficial form of verb + -ed participle that recommends them for
cotisideration &3 passives. In terms of meaning, the active sentence
corresponding to [7] is not [7a'], but [Ta"):
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T (Someone) already demolishes the building. [Ta']
{Someone) has already demolished the building. [7a*]

That is, is demadished denotes a resultant state: it refers, like the perfective,
to a state resulting from the demolition, rather than to the act of demolition
itself, Such a construction has been termed a ‘statal passive’. In this
connection, we note that an ambigeity s evident particularly in the past
tense .

In 1972, the Democrats were defeated.

On the dynamic (central passive) reading, this means “Someonc defeated the
Democrals’s on the statal (eopular) reading, it means *The Democrats were
in a state of having been defeated’. The first reading can be singled out by
adding the agent phrase: : 3

In 1972, the Demacrats were defeated by the Republicans.

The first (passive) reading can also be picked out if we change the verb to the
progressive aspect! -
In 1972, the Democrats wers being defeated.

Meither of these tests apply to the statal passive construction because it is
essentially copular, the verb be in this case being the copula rather than the
passive auxiliacy.

Similatly, the participles in [8] have adjectival values: compare industrial-
fzed with tndustrie! and mechanized with srechanical, and note that these -4
words can be used adjectivally in phrases like the industriofized sworld.
Moreover, no ‘performer’ can be conceived of: an induserinlized world is
simply & world thet has reached g state of industeialization. Onee we come to
exanples like this, we are firmly in the territory of be as a copula replaceable
by other copular verhs such as become, feel, seem, remain, et She became
enraged, [ fal cheated, ctc, Here the ~ad word is a complement, and therefore
adjectival.

[a] There is & psizdo-pacaive constroctian with intransitive verbs of maties or completion in
which the participle i5 uctive rnsher then passive o mbenicg

Wby e 2L else cara stopped st the comer?

By tlse time she got thers, her Friesd woes gome,

" soen e Snirbed with This job.
With most intransliive verbs, this construction hae been superseded by the perfective
constoection, which |5 almosd syacoymous. Compare Mary hoe come with Lhe archaic Merp i
pose, The somewhat melodramnatic impeeative Ba gone may ba wiilten 23 o singls ward Sepang,
E_uh.___ﬁis.&a. likn Reware (o354 Mote), treated 0s oo Infinltive: T iafd thens fe bagane feom
mp sight,
b} A similsr peeado-possive is used with veebs of pasturs:

Grandfugbar wirs rorin the resking choir,

I huen gooed hens for aboud ren minotes,
In this cags, the comtricibon @5 kugely synomymous witly, though less comman han, the
progressive copstruction: wes siviihg, e beem mtanding, 16
(=] The “noticnal passive’ with an intcansitive active verb, as in The olek windr up o the fack
["ean be woutd up'] de dissixised under word-formaticn [App E.54),
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Summary

m:ﬂ.ﬁnﬁinmuﬁmmmﬁﬁma&m:nE__.ﬁnﬂﬁ:mnnmum.q#.s.aﬁnwmmnuu.,._E
following classes: ;

I Central pagsives
{a) With expressed agents: [1], [2], [3]
(b} Without expressed agents: [4]

Il Semni-passives: [5], [6]

III Psaudo-passives :
(a) With ‘current’ copular verbs be, feel, fook, ete: [7)
(b) With ‘resalting’ copular verbs get, become, grow, etc: (8]
{ef 16.21-23 for the terms "current” and ‘resulting”.)
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(1580; Raynaud (1977 abse fucther roferences in 1he Blblopeaphicsl Mate to Ch. 4. The
frequency data in 3.39 fs derived from Coates (1993} and Hoflnnd and Johaessen [1982),

ﬁ Ms mpﬁes__..“m.__.a. see Haegoman (farthcoming bl Jacebssom (£973); Tusnee (1980,

Bim wie, et Lewin (10700 Stein (5976); i i i
u....i_"E._qu.ﬂ_E (1970 CE976); abso fuLhee reberences indbe Bibllographical

Cin Afe passlve vabos, see Benmert {L%80); Bolinger {1575k, 1978¢); Baysiass (197 ; Do
Kublen (19750; Davidean (1580 Dalkavh (1871a, 1972 Ciranger :m_mﬂ”_“ __&rmﬂw__.__ﬂ ﬁ_mﬂﬂ
Pofdaarl (1969); Stein {1979); Svarivik (1966}, Foc frequency data, ses Syortvik 1906y and
Ciranger{L961).

Other redevant studies inelude Greenbauen (1977a); Jacobssan [1965); Weonder {1970

Forstudiesredating mare pardicularly o meaning io the verbphrase, consubteh= Rtk
Mate to Ch. 4. TR Y ET U theTibkiographical



STRUCTURE QUESTIONS (Faper and Computer)

SENTENCESWITH REDUCED CLAUSES

It is possible in English for a clause to appear in a complete form or in a reduced form.

My friend should be on the train wijch & arriving al the station now.

Although i w&ls not really difficult, the exam took a lot of time,

The first sentence shows an adjective clause in its complete form, which is arriving at the sta-
fion now, and 1n its reduced form, arriving at the stalion now The second sentence shows an
adverb clause in its complete form, although it was not really difficult, and its reduced form,
although not really difficult.

The two types of clauses that can reduce in English are: (1) adjective clauses and (2)
adverb clauses. It is important to become familiar with these reduced clauses because
they appear frequently on the TOEFL test.

SKILL 13: USE REDUCED ADJECTIVE CLAUSES CORRECTLY

Adjective clauses can appear in a reduced form. In the reduced form, the adjective clause
connector and the feverb that directly follow it are omitted.

The woman u?::m t"xf waving to usis the tour guide.
The letter wﬂ{'rﬁ u&gﬁ wrillen last week arrived todav.

The pitcher tAat % on the table is full of iced tea.

Each of these sentences may be used in the complete form or in the reduced form. In the
reduced form the connector who, which, or that is omitted along with the be-verb is or was.
If there is no be-verb in the adjective clause, it is still possible to have a reduced form.
When there is no beverb in the adjective clause, the connector is omitted and the verb is
changed into the -inpg forimn.
appearing
I don't understand the artcle wijch r::l-f.qﬁgsé;f_t in today s paper,

In this example there is no feverb in the adjective clause which appears in today’s paper;
so the connector which 1s omitted and the main verb appears is changed to the -ing form
apbearing,

It should be noted that not all adjective clauses can appear in a reduced form. An
adjective clause can appear in a reduced form only if the adjective clause connector is fol-
lowed directly by a verb. In other words, an adjective clanse can only be reduced if the con-
nector 1s also a subject.

The woman that I just metis the tour guide. { does noé reduce)
The letter which you sent me arrived yesterday. ( does nod redice)

In these two examples the adjective clauses cannot be reduced because the adjective clause
connectors that and which are not directly followed by verbs; that is directly followed by the
subject [, and which is directly followed by the subject you.
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A final point to note is that some adjective clauses are set off from the rest of the sen-
tence with commas, and these adjective clauses can also be reduced. In addition, when an
adjective clause is set off with commas, the reduced adjective clause can appear at the front
of the sentence.

The White House, which s located in Washington, is the home of the president.
The White House, located in Washington, is the home of the president.
Located in Washington, the White House is the home of the president.

The president, who is now freparing to give a speech, is meeting with his advisors,
The president, now greparing fo give a speech, is meeting with his advisors.
Now preparing to groe a speech, the president is meeting with his advisors,

In these two examples, the adjective clauses are set off from the rest of the sentence with
commas, so each sentence can be structured in three different ways: (1) with the complete
clause, (2) with the reduced clause following the noun that it describes, and (3) with the
reduced clause at the beginning of the sentence.

The following example shows how reduced adjective clauses could be tested in struc-
ture questions on the TOEFL test,

Example from the Paper and Computer TOEFL® Tes

on several different television programs, the witness gave
conflicting accounts of what had happened,

(A) Heappeared
(B} Who appeared
(C) Appearing

(D Appears

In this example, answer (A) 15 incorrect because there are two clauses, Fe appeared. .. and
the witness gave. .., and there is no connector to join them. Answer (B) is incorrect because
an adjective clause such as who appeared... cannot appear at the beginning of a sentence
(unless it 15 in a reduced form). Answer (C) is the correct answer because it is the reduced
form of the clause who appeared, and this reduced form can appear at the front of the sen-
tence. Answer (D)) is not the reduced form of a verb: it is merely a verb in the present
tense; a verb such as appears needs a subject and a connector to be correct.



The following chart lists the structure for reduced adjective clauses and rules for how

STRUCTURE QUESTIONS (Paper and Computer)

and when reduced forms can be used:

REDUCED ADJECTIVE CLALISES

with a be-verb in the
adjective clause

with no be-verb in the

(ADJECTIVE -EGMHEQLQEISGBTECT]_____- _ ij_‘{xf;‘::
__——(who whicli—that) ___ i '
_(;ETEE?WH%N_EETQMEUEJECT}"_’__ (VERE + ING)

adjective clause ________-——“Iﬁh_ﬁ_ which—that)

To reduce an adjective clause, omit the a::l-jmectiwe clause connector/subject and the be-verb.

If there is no be-verb, omit the connector/subject and change the main verb to the -ing form.
Only reduce an adjective clause if the connector/subject is directly followed by the verb.

If an adjective clause is set off-with cqrﬁm_qs.'the"‘&éduced clause can be moved to the front of the
sentence.

EXERCISE 13: Each of the following sentences contains an adjective clause, in a complete
or reduced form. Underhine the adjective clauses. Then indicate if the sentences are cor-
rect (C) or incorrect (I).

e

We will have to return the merchandise purchased yesterday at the Broadway.

The children sat in the fancy restaurant found it difficult to behave.

Serving a term ol four years, the mayor of the town will face reelection next YEAL,

The brand new Cadillac, purchasing less than two weeks ago, was destroyed in the

accident.

The fans who supporting their team always come out to the games in large numbers.
The suspect can be seen in the photographs were just released by the police.

The food placing on the picnic table attracted a large number of flies.

Impressed with everything she had heard about the course, Marie signed her children

up for it

The passengers in the airport waiting room, heard the announcement of the canceled

Right, groaned audibly.

Dissatisfied with the service at the restaurant, the meal really was not enjoyable.

225



230

STRUCTURE

SK|LL 14: USE REDUCED ADVERB CLAUSES CORRECTLY

Adverb clauses can also appear in a reduced form. In the reduced form, the adverb con-
nector remains, but the subject and be-verb are omitted.

Although ﬁielf rather wnwell, the speaker will take part in the seminar.
When yhu ate ready, you can begin your speech.

These two examples may be used in cither the complete or reduced form. In the reduced
form, the adverb connectors although and when remain; the subjects he and you as well as
the beverbs isand areare omitted.

If there is no be-verb 1n the adverb clause, it is still possible to have a reduced form.
When there is no be-verb in the adverb clause, the subject is omitted and the main verb is
changed into the -ing torm. |

feeling
Although Ry feﬁﬁs”;mhw sick, the speaker will take part in the seminar.

ginng
When yéu g'ﬁ[)'f;}'am' speech, you should speak loudly and distinetly.

In the first example the adverb clause although he feels rather sick does not include a beverb;
to reduce this clause, the subject Ae is omitted and the main verb feels is changed to fesling.
In the second example the adverb clause when you give your speech also does not include a de-
verb; to reduce this clause, the subject you is omitted and the main verb give is changed to
guing.

The following example shows how this sentence pattern could be tested in structure
questions on the TOEFL test.

Example from the Paper and Computer TOEFL® Tests ETIE

When , vou are free to leave.

(A) the finished report

(B) finished with the report
(C) the report

(D) 1is the report finished

In this example you should notice the adverb connector when, and you should know that
this time word could be followed by either a complete clause or a reduced clause. Answers
(A) and (C) contain the subjects the finished report and the report and no verb, so these
answers are incorrect. In answer (D) the subject and verb are inverted, and this is not a
question, so answer (D) is incorrect. 'The correct answer is answer (B); this answer is the
reduced form of the clause when you are finished with the veport.

It should be noted that not all adverb clauses can appear in a reduced form, and a
number of adverb clauses can only be reduced if the verb is in the passive form.

Once you submil your thesis, you will graduate. {rice z"g :fg submitted, vour thesis will be reviewed.
{active — does not reduce) ( passive — does reduce)



In the first example, the adverb clause once you submit your thesis does not reduce because
clauses introduced by once only reduce if the verb is passive, and the verb submitis active. In
the second example, the adverb clause once it is submitted does reduce to once submitted

STRUCTURE QUESTIONS (Paper and Computer)

because the clause 1s introduced by once and the verb is submitted is passive.

The following chart lists the structures for reduced adverb clauses and which adverb

clause connectors can be used in a reduced form:

REDUCED ADVERB CLAIISES
with a be-verb in (ADVERE CONNECTOR) IS,DB}EI:IT el
the adverb clause - ] k=
with no be-verb in {ACVERE v:r::mmﬂ:ruﬁt} ! ?Lshajix‘:j']: {VERE + ING)
the adverb clause P i )
Time i_:-::rnditiu:ﬁﬁ Contrast Place Manner
: L Xl - r —— -
reduces in ACTIVE |  ofter if ; although
before unless though
since - whether ?
while : |
reduces in PASSIVE once | : although where as
until | unfess | though wherever
when | whether
whenever R '

* To reduce an adverb clause, omit the:_s_u_bie;t and the be-verb from the adverb clause.
* If there is no be-verb, then omit the subject and change the verb to the -ing form.

EXERCISE 14: Each of the following sentences contains a reduced adverb clause. Circle
the adverb connectors. Underline the reduced clauses. Then indicate if the sentences are

correct (C) or incorrect (I,

L 1. (If)not completely satisfied, you can return the product to the manufacturer,

S}

E——

Steve has had o learn how to cook and clean (since )left home,

The ointment can be applied where needed.

Tom began to look for a job after completing his master's degree in engineering.
Although not selec ting for the team, he attends all of the games as a fan.

When purchased at this store, the buyer gets a guarantee on all items,

The medicine is not effective unless taken as directed.

8, You should negotiate a lot before buy a new car.

Once purchased, the swimsuits cannot be returned.

Though located near the coast, the town does not get much of an ocean breeze,
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EXERCISE (Skills 15-14): Each of the following sentences contains a reduced clause. Under-
line the reduced clauses. Then indicate if the sentences are correct {C) or incorrect (I).

— 1. Though was surprisced at the results, she was pleased with what she had done.
—— 2. Wearing only a light swe_ater,. she stepped out into the pouring rain,

— 3. The lamily stopped to visit many relatives while driving across the country.
—— 4. The company president, needed a vacation, boarded a plane for the Bahamas.
——— 5. When applying for the job, you should bring vour letters of reference.

— 6. She looked up into the dreary sky was filled with dark thunderclouds.
7. Feeling weak after a long illness, Sally wanted to try to get back to work.
8. Before decided to have surgery, vou should get a second opinion,

— 9. The construction material, a rather grainy type of wood, gave the room a rustic

feeling.

— 1. The application will at least be reviewed if submitted by the fifteenth of the month,

TOEFL EXERCISE (Skills 15-14): Choose the letter of the word or group of words that
best completes the sentence.

1. When nests during spring nesting 4. behind government secrecy for
scason, Canadian geese are [lercely nearly halt a century, the Hanford plant
territorial. in central Washington produced

plutonium for the nuclear weapons of

) building the Cold War.

(
(B} are building
(
(

C)  built (A) Itis hidden
IM) are built (B} Ilidden
(C) Which is hidden
2. In 1870, Calvin, along with Adirondack (I3} The plant is hiding
hunter Alvah Dunning, made the first
known ascent of Seward Mountain, 5. Unul incorrect, astronomers had

[ar [Tom roads or trails. assumed that the insides of white dwarfs

were uniform.
(A} aremote peak

(B) itisaremote peak (A} they
(C) aremote peak is (B) their proof
(D} which a remote peak (C) the astronomers recently proven

(D) recently proven
3. Kokanee salmon begin to deteriorate
and die soon at the age of four. b,

artitacts from the early Chinese
dynasties, numerous archeologists have

(A)  they spawn explored the southern Silk Road.

(B) after spawning
(C) spawn {A) They were searching for
(D) spawned the salmon {B) Itwasasecarch for

{C} Searched for

(D} Scarching for



o

7. In Hailey, the best-knowr lecturer was
women's rights activist Abigail Scott
Duniway of Portland, Oregon, who could
usually be persuaded to speak
town visiting her son.

(A)
(B)
(C)
(D)

she was in
while 1
while she was
Was 1n

8. The National Restaurant
Washington, says that federal efforts to
regulate workplace smoking would limit
restaurants’ ability to respond to the
desires of their patrons.

(A)  Associaltion in

(B) Association is in

(C) Association which isin
(1))  Association, based in

TOEFL REVIEW EXERCISE (Skills 1-14):
words that best completes the sentence.

. In the United States
approximately four million miles of
roads, streets, and highways.

(A) there

(BB} 1s

(C)  they

(D) there are

twelve million immigrants entered
the United States via Ellis Island.

(A}
(B)
()
(D)

More than

There were more than
Of more than

The report of

3. The television, so long been a part
of our culture, has an enormous
influence.

(A) has

(B} ithas

{C) which

(M) which has

STRUCTURE QUESTIONS (Paper and Computer)

9.

10
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in North American waterways a
little over a decade ago, zebra mussels
have already earned a nasty reputation
for their expensive habit of clogging
water pipes in the Great Lakes area.

(A) The first sighting

(I3)  Although first sighted
(C)  Zebra musscls were first sighted
(12} First sighting

Small companies may take their goods
abroad for trade shows without paying
foreign value-added taxes by acquiring
an ATA carnet.

(A) adocument calls
(B} adocument called
() calls a document
(I3} called a document

Choose the letter of the word or group of

4.

o

Psychologists have traditionally
maintained that infants cannot
Eormulate long-term memaories until
the age of eight or nine months.

(A) they

(B} theyreach
(C} toreach
(D} reach

a cheesc shop has since grown into
a small conglomerate consisting of a
catering business and two retail stores,

(A) In the beginning of

(B) It began as

(C)  Its beginning which was
(D} What began as

Primarily a government contractor,
preferental treatment from
government agencies as both a minority-
group member and a woman.

(A} receives Weber

([3)  Weber receives

{C)} the reception of Weber

{1} according to Weber's reception
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7., Because the project depends on at 9. One of the areas of multimedia that is
the federal level, the city and county may growing quickly is sound.
:ﬁz to wait until the budget cutting (A yerieeadly oveilasked
' (B} iseasily overlooked
{A) it happens () itis easily overlooked
(B) which happening (D) that is easily overlooked
() what happens
(D) thatit happens 10, , early approaches for coping with

workplace stress dealt with the problem
definitive study of a western hard- only after its symptoms had appeared.
rock mining community cemetery

appears to have been done i1s in Silver (B} Although itisa sead Fatentivn

Gy bevans (C} Although a good intention
(A Most (1) Although well-intended
(B} The most

{C) Where most

(D} Where the most

(A} Although wellantending

SENTENCESWITH INVERTED SUBJECTS AND VERBS

Subjects and verbs are inverted in a variety of situations in English. Inverted subjects and
verbs occur most often in the formation of a question. To form a question with a helping
verb (be, have, can, could, will, would, erc.), the subject and helping verb are inverted.

He can go to the movies,

Can he go to the movies?

You would tell me the truth.

Would you -L-Ej me the truth?

She was sick yesterday.

Was she sick vesterday?

To form a question when there is no helping verb in the sentence, the helping verb do is
used.

He g0es to the movies.

Daoes he go to the movies?

You told me the truth.

=Ll R e P 8 e e

Did you tell me the truth?

There are many other situations in English when subjects and verbs are inverted, but if you
Just remember this method of inverting subjects and verbs, you will be able to handle the
other situations. The most common problems with inverted subjects and verbs on the
TOEFL test occur in the following situations: (1) with question words such as what, when,
where, why, and how; (2) after some place expressions; (3) after negative expressions; (4) in
some conditionals; and (5) after some comparisons.
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i s Yo Foen K N inac Mol
In 15.20; we liadkeed 1 CrwmpHes o fronting where no oiher AR AV HERTRATT,
chunee was involved e vanu the movemen ol the Itonted iteay, For vxample,
the direct ahjecy n s

A corlfoneony | st 1pnoeg (1]

This mirht coewr 13 _..:.f_.n_._.ﬂ::..d al e Bilses o0 w htel 1le steiber [ErOnaEey

QECIEe an opponen|

W oW tirn ta do vices fng Living Promitence 1o such an lem as i [ | by
mare clibore Erammtatical meins, invalving the divisian al the senienee
o lwo cluuses, cach with j1s UWh verh -

FLis his callausnesy il T shail fpneee. )
Whitt [ ghat| lenore is his Cillousness, |1
The thing 1 shail ienace i hig Callovsness, - [4]
FIis callousness i something [ gyt lenose, [5]

By reason of the division, (hoge Constructions have been called “clelt

sentences’, though we shalf Istinguish the cLepr SENTENCE proper, as in {2],

from the ESEUDO-CLEFT sentence represented mose typically by [3). Although

hey are synia clically more complex than sentences with mere fronting, cleft

SEnlences are in peneral Jogy rlictorically obtrusive. t should not be thought,

nowever, that they are merely stylistic varants, Each of the five examples, [8.27
=2 earries distinet implications, especially in relation 1 Eiven and new,

Cleft sentences

Of the four tonsiruction types [2-5] in 18.25, it i3 [2) that is the mosl flexible
0 what i1 will Permil 4o be fronted. Moreaver, its form, COmMprising the
subjecd pronous i as ag tmpty theme, followed by the verb b, makes i
nztural to achieve focus on the dtem that follows: in ¢fiect, end-facus within
an SVC clause -

Tt s his CALiousness,

For this ceasan, while very commen in spoken English, the construction 1=
Particularly convenient i1 wWriting, since i provides unerring guidance 10 the
reacer in silently ASSIEning appropriate prosedy. But the cleft sentence does
not of itself indicate whay the appropriate prosody 1s. Essentially, the elef
rentence indicates divided focys e 18.17), and which of the two focysed
Items is dominant (je new) wil depend on the context,

A You should kriticize his cALlousness|
E: Mo, it is his ChLlousnessf that [ shal [EINORE]
[calfousness piven, ignore new]

Al You should iElnare his disHGNesty]
B:[No, itis ijs CaLlousness that ] shall ighiore|
lcallousness new, ignare piven|

(] Drespite the obvious similarities beiween the thar-clauses in clefy e niences and the nomins
far-clagses of 5207, the twa are Quite distinet {of | B.2EL :
Ib] Objection is somielimes made 1o ihe habi _“_E_._nn,.pz.__. perhaps _:..m...q.m radio and telovision
news! of using the clef SEMRERCE Structure with an jiem that rmight be less ahirusive with simple
frenting. Thus, in place af the fellowing. where 4 time Adjunet is made hematic, not beeauses je
i niven, bt MErEly as scene-selling 1o 1he weightier information (bt js 1o come;

Late fase night 2 group el terrorisis attacked an Ay P,
wemight hear in o news broadcag:e:

It was date Last e ey that s group of terrorisis
S hisconveys unwarrania bily the impression that the factof the antuek was knows e the heare
bt not the 1ime 2 whizh it had 1aken place. The habit can be defended in that ug adjurne
(especially af tire o Plzce) is a filting seenc-seliing and that i is thig lunction thay the clef;
struclure emphasizes, There §5 o wompaeable sivlistic efiché 19 be foy nd in conventional
narealive. In place of o straigheforward BCRance such s:

When Harry returned thay Right, fe found thyp his wile was very troubied.
@ ruther manzered form of waiting might huve el 1 7.3 Note):

It wasz 2 very troubled wife thal grected Harry on his relum that nighi,
{e] Sudact Frencuns olner than i samelimes OoCLeE:

(Mo} thar was the pdorar 1 was <neaking 1o,

Thase are my FEET vou're treading on.

fewas a real Gisies 1har invented this,
Im zach ar these, we could find divided focus {61817 with o FISTAE tane o aproking, freading,
and hir, '

The flexibiling of the clelt sentence device can be SC00 10 the sage with which
different parts can be highlighted. Consider tho sentonce:;

Johin wore a white suit at the danee s nighl,
From this, four clef seniences can be derived. [n 1he following, we shal|

dUssume that the aim in Cich cuse 15 1o make the second locus subsidiary us
relatively aiven

503 focus -
v __.___1m-__““r i h 1 r : ' B 1
[t was gogs iy [ EOTE D white 'suit at 1he DANCE 'last night)
ul ¥
O s Tocus - -

Iowas aowhine sopr E_“E_ Juhn wore ae the pasee last ‘nighiy
Mo 83 (o s

It was last sicuT (that] John waore = while suin at the G_.“.zﬁm_
A posings 45 Tocus -

(Tt wars at che DANCE thitt “fohn 'wore o “white sCIT Tast 'night
,_E wis the DANCE (that) Takn wore it 'white O Tust *night|

Cinformal s
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Two other cluuse clements can muarginally act as the wnitial locus of 2 olef
senlence ;
0, a5 facus:

MUs e (What) he pave the boak,
But more usually O, would be replaced by 4 prep sitional phrase

EUs 2ie he gave the haak o
[0°s e amee LRUL Tie pave the boak,

C..ils focus:
1S elark green that we've niinted the kiichen
A i

There are severe restrictions lexeepl informully in [rish Enplish) on the use
of T, in thiz function. especaully with the verb Aw at the end of the second

clause and especially when . is realized by an adjective phrase:

Tit’s a genius that he js,
s a decturer that Lum rove.
HUs very tafl you are,

But, without these restrictions, C, cun be acceptuble:
It was a doctor that he eventually became.

The ¥ element does no. accur at ol s focus, just as it does not sccur as a wh-
clement (of 2.50):;

*It’s wore that John a white suit ot the dance.

Informally, we sometimes find @ predication [ronted in a cleft senience, the 18.28

V element fuade nanfinite and then su bsequently replaced by do in the second
clause; examples like the following are regarded, however, as stylistically
awkward (again except in informal Irish English};

Mt was teach English in g schoof that he did at that time.
Ut was teaching English in a school that he was doin g at that time,
s it spying on us he 157

{a] If the tnatial focal ftem is @ persanal pronoun, it ma ¥ infermally be in the objeciive case even
though it is in facy a subject {of the rhat-clavse) and the wsage is henee widely condemmned :
they :

sne

It was that gave the sipnal.

Ther
Mthem

Compare with fronting within the mairiz clivse "She 1t was that pave the sipnal’,
[4] Thaugh the verb farm in the first clause of 4 cleft wnlenee is usually simple present or st
forms with modals are perlecily possible:

1oy Be s father that you're thinkiap of.

[t wasid huee heen al that fime that he went to live in Wisconsin.
Liecision between present and past, however, i samewhar complicated. Where the verk of 1he
second tlavse is present, that of the first will be Freseni:

f13% novels that Miss Williams enjovs reading,

It was novels that Miss Williams enjoys reading.

CF2 WS i novels that vou suid Miss Williams enjoys reading !
Where the secend verh is past, the first eon alwiys be past:

I8 was novels tha Miss Williams enjoyed as a pastime,

fLwits 2 0 pustime thal Miss Williams enieyed rowding novels,
Bul 2he first verb may bie in (he prescnt where the persons concernes are il living or the vhjects
concernad sl familiar in ohe participenls” experienee -

Itis Miss Williams that cnjoyed rexding novels as o pastime,

Histhese very novels that Miss Williams enjoyed reading as 3 pasttime.

® It is 250 pastinme that Migs Williams enjeyed reading novels,

Iei The elelt sentence slruciurs cun b wyod i gaestions, exilamistions, and subhordinane Clavses:
wo lilicire the Brst focal it

Woas it fier ther that we sulleced and coiled

Hiha was it who intervicwed you®

Hhat @ glorious bonfire it was yor made!

He teld me that it wis Secamese e was (8 1hat Ihey deided woreturn.
[di T showild be elear thai in singling cul an iem for heghlighting an the clefl senicnce, sLTOng
Presuppositions are entaited. Thus beside 'Bil didn’l eome 1o the party”, we can have -

It was Bill that didn't comic to the pariy,

It wasn'y Ball that canse 1o the PIFLy,
In [1% 7 is sugpested that i Memaory search is Ieying o tdeatily « MHASIAR guesi, while [3] is
ranserned with eorverse reflections en whe had i Mel Been presend,

g
1

—

The second clause in a clefl sentence s obviously similar in structere to g
restrictive relative clause: and Yol (a5 we shall see below) there are
considerable differences. Examples above show that pronouns used i
relative clauses (wio, that, *zero’ prenoun) are also used o introduce #left
sentences. Alsosuggestive of the relative elapse is the § ronting of the pronoun ;
morcover, as in rekative cliuses, the pronoun can be fronied from a posttion
In 4 prepositional phrase, or (rem a pushdown (¢ 11,18} position in 4 noun
clause 25 object :

s the girl that T was ﬂmﬂﬂ_um:m:m about. {ie nol the boy)

BUs stext week’s meteh that he's hoping to attend, [ie not this week 5]
10s thiy wareeh | said T would et you have [ie not that|

it



There are differences from relative clauses, however, in that the iwfi-Torms
are cire in clell sentences in COMPrisen with thee and zore. Althosgh swhame
s allowed in elelt sentenees i Lluele B0 b inehelreny £ dsed, whaer and
which are oniy marginally possible, sand i1 iy virtually impogsitle (o use o
o which preceded by u preposition. Thus

18,29

[t wis the dog 1o which | ave the wuler,

e be read only us 0 sentence coniaining o postmaodiying relutive clunse
[compare She gy e veennan 1o Wi f gore e witer), amd not asoielely
sentence, Characteristic intonulion 15 also diiTeren, -

[twas the poG | gave the WATer tof [clelt sentenve)

[t ; o e
Tt ._. Wis e efenr L yrare the s ooy :___ [ 51" sen lenee, the O bej i Lhe
e talicized noun Fhrese incorporaling a relative clause]

A Turther dilference beiween the postmuodi (ving relative clavse and the clause
‘allowin: the first foe:sed clement inclelT sentences is the ahilaty ol the fate
1o have as s antecedent (e the lirst Tocused element’ no aniy an elemeny
cilized by a noun phrase bug an adjuenet reafized by o cluuse or preposidion:l
phrase :

[ wis ecanse e we Al vt we decided to retarn.
Lwas in Seprenther Ghut) [ first noticed i,

Indeed. such o construction. where there 5 no Noun-phrase anlecedeny
makes inuppropriate the use of the term Preneun’ lor the Hinking word thar,
[t 15 notew orthy that a wh-rekative pronovn cannol e used i clefl sentences
where the focused clement i yn dedpunct. and where conseguentiy tur does
nod huve aostricy Proneminal’ saes

“lwas because e was il which we decided to reiarn.

Mention might be made of twe furber vanloeds Betw egn relinting chigses i the 43 TERY] BT TE Ty
chause that occurs in clefl sentences. C3nie 1% the pavssibality, in fGimiliar English, af umitting s
35 subject i 2 clelt sontoaee, hut pot as subectof a refitive g -

It was the President himsell gpoke fe pp,
The other is that clefl senlences ma ¥ have o proper nuoun s focus elemaent, wihsrens restricg e
relative ciauses cannat have 2 [Promer AOUR s an antecedent, Thus 1o © fioboy (st e Sives o
i unambiguously a clefl senrence

e —

Pseudo-clelt sentences _
The pseudo-clefl senience is another deviee whereby, like the clelt sentence

proper, the construction cun make explicit the division between given and

new arts of the communication, [t s essendially an S¥FC sentence with o

nom ol relative cliuse as subjeel or complement (o V5870 10 thus differs

fremr he ordinary cleft sentence in being complelely accountable in terms of :
Lhe categorics of main clause and subardinuie clause discussed mn Chapter |0)

fand ¢ 18,26, Nate {a]). The following are virtualiv synonyimous, UBsUMing

locus upon rerr:

It's 2 good rest that you need maost., _
A good restis what you need most.

The pseudo-clefl sentence occurs mere typically, however, with the wi-clausge
as subject, since 11 can thus present @ climax in the compiement

Whar you need mast is 2 pood rest,
it is less restricted than the cleft sentence {but ¢f 18,530} in one respect, since,

through use of the substituie «orh de, i more freely pecmils marked focus ta
fall on the predication:

What he's done is (to) spoil the whole thing. i
What John did to his suit was (10} 1000 50
What I'm going to doto him is (to) teach him a lesson,

In cach of these, we would have an anticipatony focus on the do item, the
main {ocus coming at normal end-focus position, Thus:'. . BORE o+ THING,
The complement of these sentences is normally i the form of an infinitive
clause (with or without 7a). When the verb in the wih-clause has progressive
aspect, however, the complemnent (except in the case of be going 10) matches
1t with an -ing clause (ef 18.27):

What I'mi doing is feaching him a fesson.

The constraints are the same as for the pro-predicational da; of 12.71.
Occasionally, such matching of the two verbs s extended to verbs in the
perfective aspect, which ¢an have a5 their counterpart an -edf clause

() What he's done is spodlt the whole thire,

This last type is, however, of doubtful acceplability, and instances af it may
indeed be interpreted as cllipted forms of an alternative construction
involving apposition -

What he'’s done is ([this): he's) spoill the whale thing. i

51



15.30° In some respects, the pseudo-clefl seatence is more limited than the eleft

e o & g

et 1Ly

sentence proper. 1t is indeed only with whar-clouses that we can make a
direct comparison (or choice} between the two canstructions. Clauses with
wihe, where, and when ire sometimes acceptable, but mainly when the wh-
clause iz subject complement :

Here is wiere the oecident ool place.
(n} Auturnn is when the couniryside Is most beawutifuf.
(¥} The polize chief was wha f meant.

Clauses introduced by whose, why, and how do nol easily enter into the
pseudo-clelt sentence construction at all-

* Witk a Scottish accent is how he talked.
M Why we decided (o returg was because he was il),

To compensate lor these re strictions, there are numeroys ‘paraphrases’of the
pseudo-clell construction in volving noun phrases of general reference in
place of the wi-item. Thus beside the clefy:

[ must have been e s Tl spoke to po.
we have i noun phrase in place of the pseudo-clef -

The pesson swho spake fe2 ens st haves been the minager,
Su s 3

Sumehody § peasticidari fike 15 John.
The way yon sheelel gor is vin Cheltenham.
The wey we stk a cakee is b ¥ following mother's reci ne.

: 1hat ,
e reravont we decicted 1o Fefern wis 4 he was (1

because i:._._u___._:..:”___H
The ploew where) the aecielens heppestodd s here.
The tinve when the COLNTEYsiele i3 most becutifiad is (o) autem o
The hosir af which she st ko hor degivion was fast a pRrcaching.

Compare:
Tl hovee wys (ysg sprproaching o whieh o mer Rk e ifee ision.

Sce further 18,39

[a] The deviee uf Beneral aatevodent 1s sla fosml w e o carfespotling pacindoa-clelr o 1li
aviifuhie-
The thing h

Wi | [Nike bt foan i her ~cse of humoug

[B] The cleft and pecudu-clel P vim covcur. For enampte:
W I e von vk el For w g trehet to Braglston 1id o mtean Buaninghang

R e S - T ———
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Form each of the sentences below form cleft sentences that will focus on the
dilferent elements given in the brackets.

1. The grandparents speak proudly about all their successiul offspring. (5) UNIT
2. After the earthquake, assistance was sent to the dagamed areas, (lime adv) EXERCISES H H __...“.__
3. The production manager quitely requested a complete report of the incident,
(O] UL Complete these sentences with @ verb in an appropriate form. I pevessary, ood i 4 & 5)
4. The worst problem is that he cannot afford it. (Cs) T T enjoy fiids  Teine Togia natice O Fad
5. I really do not want to live in the soitheast because it is the hottest areas in S LT i o o : :
the United States, (Adv.cl) E_._én_._:u__.__._rq impossible to make a Tiving from her peinting. She jiest couldn't eam
6. Peter abelard, a logician and theologian, was the most controversial teacher 2 Hawve you oo that JTanet has got new glasses?
ol his age, (5, Cs) 3 The filon was very good. T . . . .._.most when they were flying in the balloon acress the
7. The report with complete documentation was delivered at the conference. Atlantic.
(Cprep) g Idan't think we shonabd, ..o to the politicians 1o make the decizion for s,
8. The carpenters with the most experience were given the most intricate work 3 W 0 the victime to find out who plinted the borib.
at the building site. {Place adv) m w__,:..;s..w._..ﬁm = _._..H._ﬂ.__.uwwﬂn_dm”_““,_snnm. Sl zu_”._.rﬂ.m _wcrwn,ﬂh_%shﬂ. ) : ;
' & 3O P PRRTRITIITPRITTON 1111 i} i oINS CaHpieT an 4k hareo,
R _unm“:_._.;_mn with It... Rewrlte them only if the it A ”_Mqﬂn._.nmﬁ.:m_..w ..E: _ﬁ__“H_nnn"”_mm,.ﬂ.__”_w: ”M_“FH”_.__H_‘.MM.:_”_S_W hefore winter. After that the freezing
sentence would be appropriate in written english; otherwise write X and
consider why they would be inappropriate. 172 h.&_n__h e fo g i h.m_.;.,.r:__s_ Jor an operation. What didd the doclor say? Use the information in
fhe iwe senfenccs, Ove il 05, and dhe verh B Beockets, o5 in L i)
1. Todrive a car without a driving licence is illegal. _ I We should perform the operation immediately, Il is necessary. (see)

I see il s necessary that we should perforn the opezation immediobely,
2 Alan iz now able to get out of bed, It 5 2 good sign. (take)
3 He con olready walk agaio. Tt is wn indication of the success of the mreatment, {take)
_ 4 He shoold return to work as soon s possibic. It is Impnrint, (viow)
3 He bas made a complels recovery. It is remarkable. {regard)

It is iMagal to drive a car without a driving licence.
2. That she wasn't hur in the fall was a miracle,
3. Their decision was a serious sethack.
4. Where the light was coming from was far from clear,
5. The annoucement is to be made this evening.
6. That you already know my secret is obvious.
7. WWthe two countries don't reach an agreement soon will be surprising.

Match the sentences and write ones beginning with It...that...

et 1. C. It appears likely that the President will be re-glected.

The president will be re-elected.
Backman had a wrist injury for most of the match.

1.

Z. LIT3 . Coarmpfeee the n r) ; | - . H :

3. This was to be the band's last world tour. [Tie FPTCRE fe gertelices Wi an dpgropriale L., or there... plrage from IF opposite. Suggedt
i,

o,

Jacob possessed three handguns aliernatives where these are possibie. (D)

People zre happy with the quality of supermarket food, o0 THAKG 8 decision today. We can do it at the mesting tomorraw,

won e AL Clark won the mce. He is clearly the best driver around 2t the momend
e of getting tickets for the concent, They will have sold out b row,
Ginee the cuts in the mil network, . ... . .possible to et to Inverness by o direct train.
about her ability, but ' nel sure she has the motivation 1o become a great

In Lia bF

This transpired during the trial,

This follows from the results of the survey. AT
This-appears-likeiy. ML,
This seemed to be the case. My moind 35 made up, so. .. . in discussing this furthes,

This .mEm_”.mmn_ R the rom et Vol ..H_::. .E_____._. winls o lake over as director, He has fald evervone.
i CARKTRE Tamn, He won't know what 1o de.

Lh

moO®wE
L
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SENTENCESWITH INVERTED SUBJECTS AND VERBS

verbs occur most often iy the formation of 2 question. To form 2 question with a helping
verb (be, have, can, could, wil], would, e1c), the subjectand _f...:...hum verb are inverted.
He €20t g0 to the movies.

Can he yoso the movies?

S —"

You would tel] mie the wuth.

Waould vou 1e]! me the truth®
=

She was sici vesterday.
— )

Wes she sick yesterday?

i, —

To form a question when there is no helping verb in the sentence, the helping verb de is
used.

He Boes 1o the nuovies,

Daes he g0 1o the movies?
iy —

You told me the truth.

il .

Did vou tell me the truth?
i,

= e
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INVERT THE SUBJECT AND VERE WITH QUESTION WORDS

There is some confusion about when to invert the subject and varb after question words
such as what, when, where, why, and kow. These we -ds can have two very different funcdons
in @ sentence. First, they can introduce 2 questi n, and in this case the subject and verb
that follow are inverted.

What is the homework?

When can I leave?

Where are you mupamm_
Also, these words can join together two clauses, and in this case the subject and verb that
follew are not inverted,

I donot know whe! the homework is.

When | can leave, Twill take the first tain,

b —=— x

Do you know where vou are going?

—_—

In each of these examples there are two clavses ioined by a gqueston word. Notice that the
subjects and verbs thai follow the question words what, when, and where are not inverted in
this case.

The following chart lists the question words and their sentence patterns:

! INVERTED SUBJECTS AND VERBS WITH QUESTION WORDS

: who what . wihien where : why - how

¥when the question word introduces 2 question. the subject and verb ore inverzed,

Q:muﬂ.a: ,_...n:.n_..u Mo B ]
Whaot . are they?

5 N @cnmaﬂziﬂau 5 M

{ know what - they ore.

WVuliein the question word connects two clauses, the subject and varb that follow ore nof inverted.

w|



INVERT THE SUBJECT ANDYERB WITH PLACE EXPRESSIONS

", Afterideas expressing place, the subject and the verb sometimes invert in English. This can

”._w._” A _ﬁﬁuﬁu with single words cxpressing place, such as fere, there, or nowhere,

Here s the book that you lent me.

There are the m_.m that I thought I lost
Nowhere have T seen such beavtful weather,

|t e A = Y

In the first example the place word here causes the subject dook to come after the verb is. In
the second example the place word there causes the subject keys to come after the verb are.
In the last example the place word nowhers causes the subjéct [to come after the verb have.

The subject and verb can also be inverted after prepositional phrases expressing place.

In the eloset are the clothes that you want.
Around the corner is Sam's house.

Beyond the mountains lies the town where you will live,

In the first example the prepositional phrase of place in the closet causes the subject clothes
to come aft>r the verb are. In the second exampls the prepositional phrase of place
around the corner causes the subject house to come after the verb is. In the last example the
prepositional phrase of place beyond the mountains causes the subject town to come after
the verb lies.

it is important (and a bit difficvit) fo understand that the subject and verb will mmﬂﬁ.;
after place expressions at the beginning of a sentence only when the place expression 15
necessary to complete the sentence. Smdy the following examples:

In the forest are many exotic birds.

In the forest | walked for many hours.

bl o i B

in the first example the subject dirds and verb areare inverted because the place expression
in the jorest is needed to complete the idea many exotic binds are.... In the second example
the subject Jand the verb walked are not inverted because the idea [ walked for many Aours is
complete without the place expression in the forest; the place expression is thercfore not
needed to complete the sentence.




—,

A

e

_
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The following chart lisis the senlence patterns used with place expressions:

INVERTED SUBJECTS AND VERBS WITH PLACE EXPRESSIONS

¥When a place expression ac the

ront of the senten
subjact and verb thar follow dre

C# is necessory wo complete the SERTEnCE, The
inverted. ISR ..

mlu_.h._nm {neces uw_..ﬁ_uu_ b 5
In the classroom

were some EE desks,

¥When a place Expression at the frent of the sentence ca ntaln: extro information that js nat needed

o complete the sentence, the subject and verb thac follaw ore notinverted, |

in the classroom, | studieg very hard. _

s
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INVERT THE SUBJECT ANDVERB WITH NEGATIVES

The subject and verb can also be inverted after certain negatives and related expressions.

1R o H . r . < pm
Wher fegalive expressions, such as no, nof, or never, come at the beginning of a sentence
the subject and verb are inverted. ,

Not omee did [ miss a2 quesuon,

e R —— 3

MNewver has Mr _n_:ﬁm takeon avacauon.

At no time can the woman talk on the telephone.

m——ge 0000 SSSS AT e T el g

In the first example the negative expression nof ance causes the subject f 1o come after the
helping verb did. In the second example the negative word never causes the subject Mr
Jomes io come after the helping verb has. In the last example the negative expresion af 1o
time causes the subject woman to come after the helping verb can.

Certain words in English, such as hardly, barely, scarcely, and oaly, 2<t like negatives.
If onic of these words comes at the beginning of 2 sentence, the subject and verb are aiso
INVeried.

Hardly ever does he take time off.

TR e

{This micans that e almaif never takes Gime off.)

Omily once did the manager 13suc overtims paychecks.

{This means that the manager almet never issued overtime paychecks. )

In the fisst example the “aimost negative” expression hardly cver causes the subject fe 1o
come after the helping verb does. In the second example the “almost negauve” eXpression
only once causes the subject manager o come after the helping verb did.

When 2 negative expression appears in front of a subfect and verb in the middle of a
sentence, the subject and verb are also inverted. This happens often with the negative

words neither and ner

I do not want to ga, and nedthe does Tom, :

u—_

The seeretary is not attending the meeting, noris her boss.

In the first example the negative neither causes the subject Tom to com.2 after the helping
verb does. In the second example the negative ner causes the subject boss to come after the

verh 1o

1&



1ait lists the negative expressions and the SEllence pater
them:

The F:G__.S_:m o |

N used with

INVERTED SUEJECTS AND VERES YWITH NEGATIVES

o Conar never neither  ° por

barely hordly only rarely . scarcely seldgm

HEas

¥hen a negative ex.mcsicn arsears in
In the middle of 2 sentence) the subject

front of 2 subject and verb {2z the bBegln ning of 7 santedve or
and verb are Inverted. .. . .

- = & gt

ﬂ\:mmﬂ?ﬁ mx—én.ﬂm__ﬁﬂu Tt

Rerely wers nmn.__._ 50 happy. -

&z
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INVERT THE sug JECT AND VERR WITH CONDITION

In certain conditena Str
when the helping verb i
connector i is amitted.

Hetures, the subject and verb m

ay also be inverted.
the conditional clause is had, s

This can GCCur
hould, or

were, and the conditional

I'he had 1alien more time th results would b,
I he me, the © be n betrer

Had he takes; fnore tume, the resulgs would have been berter
T —— T

Ly . o
I wouid help yourfl were in a Position to help.

I'would help you were Lin a position 1o rn_w_.
if you should Ei._u,_m before 6:00, Just give me a cal,
Should Tou artive befaore 6440 {, just Eive me a call,
= L ]

In each of these examples you can see that when

the regular order (if he had taken,
this case, the subject o

if is included, the subject and verb are in
if 1 were, i you showld arnve), It is alen possible to omit i in
nd verb are inverted {had he taken, were I should ¥ou arrive),

The following charr fses the conditional
terns used with them

verbs that mav invery and the sentence par-

FONALS _ F

e

" When the verb E"E.._...hu:nm.ﬂfﬂmm_ clause Is hod, should, or wers, it (5 possible to omit Fand invert the
subject and verh, e i :

 fomittéd iy WiNig
.. . Were hn

‘"

marl L
A

here, he would help,

l¢i5 also possible to keep ift Then the subject and verb are not inverted.

ST
h . t. he wera

here, he would help,




INVERT THE SUBJECT AND VERB WITH COMPARISONS

An inverted subject and verb may as0 oceur after a comparison, The inversion of a subject
and verb afier a comparison is optonal,

rather than required, and it is a rather formal
structure. There have been a number of inverted comparisons on recent TOEFL tests, so
you should be familiar with this structure,

My sister spends more hours in the office than John,

My sister spends more hours in the office fhan John does.
O T
My sister spends more hours in the office than doés John,

All three of these ¢xamples contain the comparison maore... than, and 2]
in English. It is possible 1o have the noun Jfokn alone, as in the first exa
that the comparison is followed by the subiect and verb John does, as in ti

it is also possible that the com parison is followed by the inverted subject
as in the third example. .

three are correct
mple; it is possible
€ 3£CONd example;
and verb does foha,

The foliowing chart lists the sentence patte.ns used with comparisons:

=TT

e INVERTED SUBJECTS ANDYERBS WITH COMPARISONS

Tise subject and verb may invert after 2 comparison. The following structures are both possible.

1...m Gk ﬂ.. . [ comparison ) . 5 V-

5 -

C e Wi

We were more prepared than the other performers  were. .

s 3 Y | comparison § b 5

~ We ' wers more prepared than were  the other performers. e

NOTE: A H:Ehwn..._d& Inversion after a comparison seunds rather formal,

15




Inversion
22 A we have JSEseen, the froming ol g elensen Balten asagciited with
EXNMERSION. Wou distineuisgy tu o LYPes, caliasting respeciin cly i Lhe reversy:
Ql SUBIECT aned VER v Hae reversal ol SUBIECT S IBERATOR
Srwe the serbims s o vt an b sy netesle resarnded s verk Al
RCTAlOT W B 1 clagee of reganding i placement hefire the suhject as
U instanee ailer of subject verh o sihijer DPCTEOT Inversion. As the
whamplesin 192 and 18,24 e, the devising is made aeearding 1o wheher
BEE 0 Ehe g el Comaleaction , o commty hle with asher main verb or with
ANaLer ape e

Subject-verb inversion

423 The elause paiterns vi'e And WA G T have ther ahbigitery thing
element in firge measure beeiuse 1he v s cammonly of isell so livckang in
COMMuUnIciive dyvnamism -

ST S avil Tave was especialiv remarkahie, il]
SHC: The sound of the bell grew Gning. E._
S His heloved Body lies s a distant grave, [3f

[t consequence, where nlurmation processing makes it desirnile W front
the third element concerned. the restL s o ld tend w he Bathetic or mistesding
i normal order were preserved with the Sy, suggesting that & nuclen locas

me pliced, inappropriitedy, o the vork (ef 18, ] 3}:

ot o Fapecially remarkable her aenl Fce wis ::_ﬂ
CSV:  Faint the sound of the bull prew, _w:
ASY U a distant grave his heloved body Hes | 3a]

I these were not 1o be dismissed ag merely bad style, we would tend 1o read
[1a] as equivaient 1o "o ocertainly was's [2a) as ‘Erowing loudszr, though
nanetheless fzint': [3a] as "being in prone posture’ (rather than, say, foetally
curved). In consequence, such f roniing naturally carries with it the inversion

that puts § in finaj position, and indeed it js o achizve end focus on the §
that the fronting is generally undertaken

CV3: Especially remackabls was her oval face. [1E]
CVS: Faint grew the sound af the bell. [2b]
¥5:Ina distant grave lies his beloved body, [3b]

These particular examples have 4 rather manrered tone (poetic in the case
of [2b] and [3B]), tut the phenomencn 15 common enough in ordinary

informal speech:

Here's the milkman,
Here comes my brother,
And there at last was the book I'd been looking ror.

(The jets caused a Ercal gust of wind and) off fiew thejr hats,
Down came the rain,

Up went the flag.

in these instances with fierefthere + be, Indesd, it is not simply a matter of
stylistic choice: there is » sharp difference of meaning from the slternatives
with SVA order. Although we must distin nish these from existential there
(cf 18.45), there je in fact a ¢loge similarity, In contrast o ASV, the SvaA
order invites us not merely to put the nuclear focys upon the A but 10 see
these adjunets as referrin E tospecific places, Com pare:

Here's the milkman - he's come at lasi,

The milkman is here - a; (he deor: shall T pet twe pinis?
There's the book 1 want Ive been looking for it 2il week,
The book is there ~ by the typewriter.

Further examples which areless common ir crdinary speech bue yer which
equally seern less rhetorically unnalurg) than [tb], [2b), an.d (3b]:

16

1



There at the summit stood the castle in all its medieval splendoue.
By “strategy’ is meant the basic planning of the whole operation,
Away ran the terrified boy.

Slowly out of its hangar rolled the gipantic ajrerafl,

Equally inexplicable was his behaviour o close friends.

Subject-verbinversion (as distinct lrom subjest-operator inversion ; of 18.24)
with fronted object is chiefly limited o the reporting clauses where the ohjcct

represents direct speech (including speech that is ‘thought) eand usuazlly
where the subject is not & personal pronoun:

4 ‘Please po away sald one child. "And don't come back’, pleaded
another.

"Whatever shall I do now? wondered Fred, remembering — too late -
the appointment he had missed,

ﬂﬁm.f something of a fiterary convention, and in ordinary speech, VS would
usually be replaced by 8V {¢false 18,20 Note {c] and 14.20, 14.29). Witk 5

verb may. il 1y possibie 1o have OSV whieee the O is the substitees s, though

this is felt by some o be archase;

a0 say the resi ol us.
’

More important dre CVS, AVS, whore the Cand A make comparalive

refercnee to something that hos preceded:

His unswer wios o QISERCe: vyually regrerfehle was his depuiriure
immedistely alfterwards,

Her face wis stony and eren stenier was the 1one ol her voice.

A year apo. twe crashes oceuered il the corner, and more recentf has
come the news of o third,

Ml

t&.

.u

i

[alSubpeg) verb paersmensarcer with simple preseoat and past lense serbs leaontrast Do coeey
sy hrsarhr wilhy * feer o cammiong e Brachier, amd o nhecertn verhs of <tance U oo, Gy e}
or wilh vereeeneril s erbs nd otk Leoerns, e, gl i
[%] .J.E#_..mw._ yerhy e wrssonp ey gob nsaally ke Al 0 laniae el prersanal prongasna ey
:.u. ?:._..._._..._..n. B r.:.!....yﬂ..."__.__"_‘m_._.m L widEhe wd Tie v a i g e wesld Kave Tlere i ...q....._.__.._ Fat
Aot romard A e S rom raber i hane T e s e el But with eontiestel salkjest, noses

There wos sl on The ennbs conrtd shile Frod o werk,

Fhpry arm £k en b s vemesfon’s sooim wkwan
le] There 15 it eraan widh o nEmsIn ,.:._.._._,...."_ Feslliowgnl bPoopesd - mndiiic s iien 10 arenas _.._._.m___....._”
.___z_;_:_. ey A st By rer el wodil D el Theare i i ...:._____.,u._._.. rn s id v h verhless clagses
."..q._.._..._.-_.._. T_.._. ELUTT T _..._._ _...._:._..,. ___..... :._....._H

Subject—operston inversion

4 dp aldiulm o shigiase sy irgudstion s (here arg [0Ur coTinos Cirgumstaces

oGy thip aperslog prefedey thoishhjtof

::3:;_._..n__.,__.na___u_m..r...l-n_uiﬁ_.,._..H.__um_m,_._.:_.”:.:.,_,._,.._..__.T..E.._n.:a_.mam,
pegilives ierfer or needef 2N, 1207, 12,04

Ao

Jahio saw the aceident and sy did Mo {ef anal Moy il (so oo

Juhn didn't see the seendent and _ .wa_.:._ﬂ _‘ did Mury. [of: . . and
e Mary didn't either]

mhie was anpgeyand soowds 1

She wusn't nngry and neither wus |

He would love 1o po and so would she.

She must come und so must you,

He mignt fail and so mighl she,

But inversion is less commen withcertain modal suxitiories: (notably: o
peighly oughn), and-alternative substituic expressions with. normal order ure
prefecred

She:might be ill-and he might {be) 100.

b |



Lot

Imitiad 3o in elliptical eluuses muy be lollowed by normal ardee when _E_Em 15
required on Lhe operatar rather than the sy Bject. though s is then liable 1o
be mistaken lor a conjunce lef 81344

4 (You asked me to leave) ind 'so | Lip| [erdoubtedly conjunce in: “and
so [ ,oipd')

Compare also the su bjunet soin: iy
tHe wanted 1o lesve) and |so did i

More formally *(He wanted 10 leave,) as did el {a) _u.n#f_.

(B Sectinlly, we Havg Stop inversion wiisis aphrgstzofinegative form op

MEANING iSframisd (of 10.587)

% Leastof all is it in our interest to open negotiations now.
 Atnotime must this door be left unlacked

e

At certain times this door may be left unlocked.
"Atcertain times may this door be left unlocked.
Fuzihet gxamivlesy
He refused 10 spologize. Nor would he offer any explanation.
Scarcely had he started spenking when heckling broke out,
{contras: He had Scarcrly stapled speaking when heckling broke 2ut, )
Inly in this wWay
< dn this way alone

I£ t rossible to explain their actions,

A5 el as with adverbials, we may have inversion also with object phrases
i of negative form or meaning:

Nat a single book had he read that month,
Only one mare point will I maj-e.

() Thirdly, we have S<0p inversion in comparalive clauses when the § js
WOl d personal pronoun

Ofl cost:- less thun would dtomic energy,
e/ Qil costs less than itdid ~ *. . _did i)
I spend more than do =y frizpgs,
She looks farward as dose her seeretary, to the com plelion of (he
building.

With ey, inversion is passible with a pronoun subject, cspeciuiiy il there is ng
eorrelilive gr:

() Bhe wug s deldighted with Lhe sugineslion as was he,
They zo 1o conrers frequently, as do [

(d) Finally, S-ap MIVETSIONR OCeurs [nsubardinate clauses of cendition and
aneeszion (¢f | 23340, cspecially in rather Tormial usage:

Woere she glive teday, she woutd grigve al the changes,

Were we to withdraw our SUDPOIL, they woyld be justifiubly indignant,
Had I knewa, 1 would haye gone o her,

Should youy change your plyns, please el me know,
Even had the Building been open, we would net have entered,

[t iz to be noted (ha with negative clauses of this form we do no firnd
COGLTECLign :

Were she not so hundicapped, we wolktld tirke her o he Alps,
T -

K
GO Weran' she so handies il S
M [2] YWiel crumples fxe phe _.,_.._,,.......m. e e

=EREAL M vlves (e i VT B eE e s
L T NN T

i

S hsnrd was his AR ol e vervimg <)
Thes is shown by the Fiact that g whale vorh pipne vertidil oo iy
Seratbannd el e hix MHEAACE CE Sy s ipedd,
el B-ng S TR s awwnir luepe: -4, Al wind s s
ARF eveal S in e bt L UL T HTSTPTER PR

b wsed im very frm) sliyle
Fle invested 1he ALt nl Bistea s il e o 1o «
LHen hid she ig e pygod B peik o gl
bt sidedin i, thiere 2o Pew examipien 11 nyire o
Irsssen-and iiimagiy
Far b it fraom s oo Sk len B iy w i
Thi< expmnty U (TR P NEEA e il e
Finast el v rhigl
[B] K an inpriag BERH 1m0 e el

BE wan I islber Xipdingy 1

.._"... __.,..H..:.__.. [SN LT ST L] sy 118 L H VYL l42
[ LY I il

R LT R (P SO TP e N T T

A ey g Pstsse iy Rapyy o g

Foar ity foagygd Brgin Lof T RGS, SRR TR e
15 sl T, wil, the semienie adiunct (ed % g

Mot withuul reasgn, Chirles huct Bown gni Fagy
L= “He had ow s g, AT el iy on witl g reian
Contris), with predieation suncy 1o 20
Feil wilhonst s wap Bl € hinelen Mo n Ly U PO
L= Hue heidn'i Aown i g st o rogsn |
Anahgnusly
Vory farely, Sy eecer e foppers ey e e b duey
1= '5he ceven e, by e farely |
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Inversion [1)

I In statements 3t 32 usieal for the verb 1o follow the subject, Sometimes, however, this werd order
is reversed. We can refer ko this as MVERSHN, Compare:

* Her fiber stovd in the doorway. [ The deorway stood ber father.

*  He had rarely seen such a sunget, = Rarely had fe seen such & sunset

* He showed me his 1D eard, only let him in then, = Only then did et him i,
Matice how the subject comas after the verb (e.g. stoad) or an auxaliory (e.g. had, didy Units |19
indd 120 gludy the circamstanees in which inversion takes slace, Some of these are alsn loaked ot
in garlier units and hrought twgether here.

Irsersion after adverbial phrases of direction and place
When we piut an adverbial phrase, especially of direction or place, at the heginning of a sentence,
wie aometimes pul in intravgitive verb in font of ite subject. This kind of inversion 33 found
particularly in Formal or literary styles:
* Drave began to open the three parcels, Inside the ficst wies a book of erosswords from his
annd Alice. for, feds foreally Ingide the st there was a book of crosswords...)

With the verk be we alwaye nge inverdion in sentences like this, and Joversion is usual with

ceriain verhs of place and movenent, such os chimb, come, Ay, g0, bang, He, ran, sit, stand;
9 = Above the fireplace was o perirair of the Daeke, fnor .4 porinsit of the Duke was.}
=« o an armchaic sat fus sicfer frather than o his mother a0

[nversion doczn't vsually sccur wilh olher verhs, 'We don'l invert subject and verh when the

subjert i a pronoun. 8o, for example, we don't say 'Tn an armchair sat she)!

In specch, inversion eflen oceurs after bere and there, und adverbs such as back, down, in, off
aup, round, cte.

* « Here commer Spnden's car, « Llitehe fiase and afier a fow seconds up weat the rocket.

E Irsersion in condiional sentnnees

We can use clatses with inversioe instead of cectain kinds of #clauses. (See Unit 100.) Compare:

* 1§ wonid he o seriont sethack, §F the falis o It would Be a sevious seiback, were the
were to fail, fuliz b Fail.
o IF vow shoold need mare information, * Shonld pow need more information, please

please telephone our main office. telephane aur tmain office,
¢ Ifdlex had agked, Twould have Teea able o Had Alex asked, T would have boen ahle
to bl to help.

The sentences with inversion are rather mere forrmal than these with . Matice that in negative
clauses with inversion, we don't use contracted forms:
* Had fe not resigoed, we wowld have heen Toroed fo sack him. fesd Hadn't hie..]

Inversion in comparisons with 'as” and 'than'
* The cpke wis eavellent, as wers e coffee, for . as the coffee was,)
* I believed, as did my colleagues, that the plan would work. for ..as my collcagucs did.. J
* Resenrch shows that ehildrien living in villages watch more felevision than do Dheir
eounterparts in inner city areas, for . than their counterparts do, )
We prefer fo use inversion afier a5 and than in formal written Tinpuoge. Notice that we don't
imviert subject wnd verk when the subjeel 15 2 pronoun.

Anveridals ofciecinardpis = FIEQ  Condiocal = RS bverson )= [EFEEETY
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EXERCISES
fevwrite these sentencer with the adverbiad plraseis) of divection o place ar e frone of e
clawse. Uke lnversion where possible (B & O

I The peaple dived for cover as the bullets flew over their heads,
the bullets,

Los over their heads flego

2 That night, just as John had predicted, n heavy snowfill come down,

i The two men were talking in front of the station,

4 A line of pelice officers was behind the protesters.

3 A small siream ram at the end of the street. There was an overgrown rarden acrass the
streim,

6 She could bear the sound of the tractor and suddenly it cume round the corner,

& white pillar was in front of them and a small, marble statue stond an top of it
o Lhe teacher biew a whistie and the children mn aoff

Meck the sost lkely sentence falves and e pake mew semences beginring Were.
Shauld..., or Had.... (0)

1 If the governmenl were forced into anather o you will be expected fo star work
clection,,. on Lt Apeil,

2 I you shonld wish to make an appoiniment to boa large aree of the sca would be
see Dr Simons,. contaminaced.

3 Ifshe hod become a lawyer, o5 her parents ¢ lwould kave been held responsible,
wished, ... dibwould-he- the fvouriteto-win.

4 It the chemicals were 1o feak,... ¢ she would have eoroed o laree

3 It wou should have further problems with pour salary,
printer,.,.. f ahe is avoilable betecen 9.00 2nd

6 If Germiany were fo beat Fomania,,,, I 800,

T T anything had gonc wrong with my plan,. .. g confact your dealer for advice.

B I you should decide to acvept the post, .. it they would face Ttaly in the final.

Example; | + (d}  Were the government lo be forced. inte anofher clection, @& would be the

=firvomirile B win,

Wriie srew sentences fram ihese sitwaions usiog a5 or ham + be or do, (5

I Bhe loved staving in the cottage. Her friends who visited her thers loved it, too.
she loved staying in the cobboge, as did fer friends who visited [er there.,

2 Corepared te France, Germary hag mofe company-cars on ifs roads,
Gagradny. .,

» The Evrepean Union is in econemic difficultics, together with the USA and Japan
Tee Earopean Union...

4 Compared with ten vears ago we now know a Lol more about the Universe
We noer know. .

3 My sisler knows something about computers, but 1 know 2 lo mare.
I

& After forty yeors the hotel is shll there. The man who first ran it 38 there, ton,

Adier forby wears,.



Inverslon (2)

Imversion after negative advarbials
In formal and Bterary langnage in pardicular, we wse negalive adverbials af the beginning of a
clause, The subject and verh are inverted:

* ifler the time adverbials never (before), rarely, seldom; barely/hacdlyfsearcelv., . when/before

o0 seeomer ., than:
H * Seldom do we have goads returned o us breause they are fauley. fner Seldom we do...)

* Hardly had / pot onto e molerwsy when T zaw twa palive cors following me,

= aller only + a fime expression, as in only after, snly later, anly once, only then, only when:
* Ghe bought & newspaper snd some sweets af the shop on the corner, Only Jater did she

realize that she'd been piven the wrang change,

+ Only ance did ¢ go to the opera in the whole fime [ was in Haly,

* after only + other prepositional phrases heginning only by.... only in..., soly with..., o,
* Only by chance had Jesrevane discovered where the binds were testing,
* Mury had to work at evenings and weekends. Only in this wiy was #he able to complete the

report by the deadling,

= nlter expressions with preposilion + no, such as af no fime, in no way, i no accounnt, under'in
N ciFcumeances;
* Al nw fime did tey actially break the roles of the game.
= Under no circamstances are passengers permitted i open the doars themaelves.

= after expressions with aol,.., such os not only, not until, and alsc pot = ahject;
* Not nntll Augost did the government order an inguiry into the accident,
+ Not a single word had she written since the exam had started,

« after litthe with a negative meaning;
= Litthe do they know how foeky they are to live in sech o wonderful honse,
= Latthe did / then vealise the doy would come when Michael would be famos.

Maotieo that inversion can oceur after & cfwwe beginning only afterfif'when or mot ontil:
* Ouly when the famine gefs worse will world govermseris begin o act.
* Not unhil the trabs pulled into Enston Station did s find that his coat had gone

Irversion after 'so + adjective... that'; such + be.. that’; 'neither.. faor...'
Compare these paing of senlencos:
* Her business was so suecessful that Marie was able to retire o1 the age of 50, ¢
* 50 successful was her business, that Maric was ahle 1o retire at the age of 50,
* The weather conditions became so dangerons that all mountain roads were closed. or
* So dangerous dio weather conditions becorre, that all mountain roads were closad.
@.ﬁ_"..ﬁ Lan use so + H.A—.-nnﬂ.__._u af the ._u_rWu_-__._“_ﬂ_m af a «lange o W_.._._..._ mw_n":rm_“_ _u_._.u_.___-_m..m._m Iy [he _._n._.-_.u:n__..___:
®When we do this, the subject and verh are imveried.

We gien use such + be at the beginning of a clavse 10 emphasise the extent or degree of
something, The subpect ond verb are inverted, Compare:
Such (s the popularity of the play that the theatre is likely o be full every night. oy
* The play 15 50 popular that the theatre is likely to be fall every night,

We inverl the subject and verb afier pefther and nor when these words bepin a clavse;
* For some time after the explosion Jack couldn't hear, and neither codd he see
= The council never wanted the new supermarket 19 ke built, mor oia Joeal vesidents.

Nephe ahebeb— [T So.hat= [EEEH  Imerson):= [HEED
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EXERCISES

Write mew sentences with o similer sreanivge beginring with one of these adverbials (4)

never befare il nat until

—_—

tpened.,

Sl macdy no sound as she crept wpstars,

LRI R PR ]

Im.m.u._._.rfu_.

The door could not be opened withant using force, Ouhe by {using} forea conld the door be

an m ACCoLng unuqnn_u._

Thig was the firsl fime the race bad been won by & European athlels,
The plane bad coly just takea off when smeke started to appear in the cabin,

This windew must not be unlocked without prior permission,

6 He only thought abowt baving a holiday abroad aftee ke retired,

Now do the some waing fhese adverbials ()

barcly 7 no way linde

N2y SDRNST

only aft seldom

7 The telephone stacted ringing just after e had left the office.

& Bt 1z unvgnal for the interior of the island 10 be visited by tourists.

2 Judith started asking e questions as soom as | bad stepped through the door.
10 They dide't ger round fo basiness until they hid finished cating.

|

The existersce of extraterresininl life is not canfiemed by the report.

L2 Bhe dide't realise what would bappen 1o ber noxt

Crngpdete: these SEOfences in ony appremriate o (8

Ty P L bl e

B e e T Ny

Such F45 the power of the punch  hay s oppotent &l o the canvas.

that halfthe trees in the pren weee hlowi down,
thit shaps all ever the couniry bove sold ot
, et no=snz belicved him.
e -y thiet he felt he didn't necd w revise any more.

o that the United Mations sent food and water aupplies to the orea.

1203 Cairect any misiaker you find in s mewspaper e, (Unite 119 & 120)

e T T

TOWN EVACUATED AS

FOREST FIRES APPROACH

The people of Sawson were evacuited
vesterday as forest fives headed fowards the
towm, Such the heat was of the onComing
infierng tal trees more than 10 metres abead
began o smowlder, _n_:_m_. anee in recent yeors,
during 1994, & own of thiz size hos had 1 ke
puncuated becanse of forest firss. A feet of
coaches and lagries acsived an the oo i the
airly morming. Iito these wehicles the sick and
elderly climbed, before they headed off io
safely across the eiver. Redidents with cars
wene eqdered o leave by mid miorndng,

Later in the diy, 25 the wind changed direction
arel it hecame el that the fire would leave
Sawston untauched, were heard complaings
from some residents. "Af no time the fires
posed & real threat," smud sme Ioenl man. "
chdn't wunt b Jeave ey home, and noT mast of
gy netehbours did” But Chiel Fire Officer
Yones replied, "Hadn't we taken this action,
tives woull have been put at risk, Only when
the fires bave meved well away fom the twemn
residents will be wllowed o eetizm 1o their
homies.!

e T e
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Mominal clausas
11.13

Lhat-claases
The thatclause can accur as:

subject: That she iz still alive s a consolation

. I tald hi
direct obyject: H“nh._a that fe was wrong

subject complement - The assumption is fhay fhings will imprope

M o e mw W =

{ia,

“11.34 Weh-interrogative clausng 317

appoEitives Your assumption, fhes things will impreve, is unfounded
(13.13, 9.45

adjectival complesient : I'm sure thar things will imprope

It cannot, however, occur as prepasitionz] comple ment (6.2) or as ohject
complement.

When the thar-clause is objeet or cemplement (or delayed suliirct:
14.23), the conjunction rhatis frequently amitted in informal use, Teavin B
3 zero” thar-clause:

Linew ]
I told bim he was Wrong
I'm sure

# When the clavse is subject and no extraposed, that cannot be omied

and 15 psually cxpanded 1o the fact the:, eXCCTE N very formal En abich:

{Tite facr) that she is stilf alive cansales me
Nata .
[d] The 2era rhai-clayse js particelarly common when the elagse v bmied and urconipdi-
cated. In comrast, the peed for cly rily discovrapes ar cven forbids the cunission of
thay in compler sentenoes loaded with 2d vezbials and medifcations, A AY iy, -
tical maaterial between the verh of the superardinare clause and 1he Subject of 1he
rhot-clause is especialiy likely ta inhibit deletion -

We had haped, ina moment of Optimisn, that the Government, st ook
Tavourably on guer case
The position of ghor aficr 1he second cosimz, rather 1han before the first comi 1z, in
Thit sendenor, is deckive in RIS Eine the parenihciica] ad rhiat o the mnin ¢ layg e
anvd nod the rharclayse, The armission ol thar would leve the strciute of the gon-
tencs unclear.

81 Diareey passive transfosms of 2lauses wish a thorclage obieet are rare, the versiag
wilh nnnﬂua.n.mi..n_.ﬁ_hu”_ being preferred: fr i s der thert Re will come. Thesame
paint applses (o other oominal clanses,

._.n.,.#...__ﬁbu__nﬁq._..ﬁ.__.ﬁuEﬂ.:rn most other pomingl elavse:, cannot be ebject complernonts,
an alternative (and rather lfermal} ra-infiniie vonstreclion is available with spme
verbs, Contraet [1] and {2):

1 thonght bt argument ahaurd « 1 theught his argument fa be ahsurd i1]

*I thought his armiment - I theraght his argument

23
that we showld pay 0 be that we shauld pay 2

1..14
Fh-interrogative clacses
The dependeant wh-interropative clause accurs in the whole range of
functions available to the that-clanse, and in addition can act as pre-
positional complement

subject: How the book will self depends on itz author
dirett-objeet: T can't imagine what made kim do it



e The complay santance 11,35

subject complement: The problem is nat whe will go, but who will siqy

appositive: My original question, wh iy he did it oy all, has pot beeg
answered

adjectival complement: T wasy’y certain whose fipgse | % LT

HnﬁEE@uE.ﬁﬂEEaEnEn No one was copsufied on whe sliould
have the prize

AL regards meaning 1y ese clauses resemble Wh-Questions (7.52 Shin iy
theyleave a gap of unknown inf Ormalion, represenied by the wedi-clerneny
Compare the negative and salerropative with the positive declarative iy,
(e following: :

Fm not sure wiio js Corming

Da you know wha ig corming 7

1'm sure’ s )
L \w that Jokn js coming

Thereisalze 3 Erammatical simitarity 1o wh-guestions i that the wi-efe.
Tvendss pleced fiper - indecd, apart from the absence of sublect-operain:
HIVErsian 1 the dependent clavse, the structures of the twa Ivpes of
clause areip 41 Fespects parallel We Bave, in the wh-interra nn;ﬁfm use,

ke same cheive betwean initial and fipal Prepositicn where (e preposi-
“onal complement i the wh-clemeny

He couldn’t re memiber ..—.ﬁ__.__ which shelf bhe kept it (for )
Lanlbicdy shell he kept it an

An infinitive wheclause can be formed with 21l 1ef-vwords excepl why-

He wag explaining how fo srare rthe moter ', . how onc should | S}
I never know where fo prtiny coaf (', . where | oughtto .. 9.
fNata
Io] In Literary gt¥le, there is ap focationy| sulviect-operator inversion wheg the wh-
dement s the A ofan SHA type chause, o7 the Cof 2 EMC 1yt clinse
eold themn how FIrong was my desice (o visit the famous templa .
There isalug ap informal b chicdly dizlecal imversion et Trisn Foglish) peig:
He asked me where Wils § s ping
1] The prepositian Preceding o whiclayse iy opdignal in cer:
1 weas not Cerlain {of) whar to da

1n EITCUTIS TS e -

1115

Yermo interropative clanseg

the dependent yes-1o interragative clause (e 7.45 47 is formed with #or
F_.__.H.nﬂ._n._.h.__.i.. b i S e o

Do you know iiwhiether the banks are open ?

[T

ek

—y

——

= vy

11.16 Nominal folative clayses ; Jim

The dependent aliernarine question {cf 7.54 ) has ifTwhether . . . or

I don't know whether it will rain or be sty
I don't care §f Yaur car breaks down or not

nly whether can be directly followed by o it

wheiker or mot

! don't care .T%.E_. o Mﬁ ¥our ¢ar brezks dowq

A clause beginning with whether cannot be made Negative, except as the

second part of an allernative question:
if it dossn™ rain
I don't care { *whether it docsn't ain
T&ﬂwﬂ&. rains or {whether ji 4 oes) not

On the other hand, #f cannot introdyes a subiject claiise-

VWhether] . | .
M.. 1 rans Or not doesn't concern me
(et
Mata
© With certain intresductory verhs o adjectives a negative wherheraciause i Accepiable; £
- -
) 5
/ wrande ’ i
H. S whethier he dossn™t expoct 100 much {rom her Er
5 I'm oot sure £
_ In fact, hawever, such senremees have 3 positive rather Mha MEERTC Teaning T T link
“hie cxpects too much fom her®, s A

11.16
Emnw,wbn__wﬁmmﬂmﬁﬁﬂ.mﬁ
The nominal relative clause, also introduced by 2 wiclement, e, b

sthjects Wihar he is looking for is a wifc

dirsetiabjects 1 want 1o sce whocser doale with complaints

indireet objects He EAve whacter camie fo the daar a winning smile

suliject complament: Home is whera Your friesds and feraily are

abiect compiement: You can call me what(ecer) {names) you like

appositiver Let us know your collepe address (that is, wiere yout five
i ferm fimc,

prepasitiona! ebripienicnt: Vore o swhichiferery eongidsre you like

The nominal relative davse is much closer to noun phrase status than
other nominal clavses are. It can normally be paraphirased by a noun
phrase containing a rosimodifying relative ohoise-

M.,. v I'H give vou however nigck fobacco you need (7. . any amound . . . m
that you nead ") ¥
Quality is what counts mcst {"... the thing that counts most")
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=<0 The complax nfance 1 4 7 _ 1118 Naminal -ing clauses ! o
e e L - _
There 15 4 dillercnce between oy NIVERZAL and DEFINITE MEANIng 4, | 11,74
FXPressed by the wheform of relative clause. We see this in the par. _ Nominal g clanses:
ﬁ:qﬁﬂ. Of the examples rhove: the first s Paraphrased ip “tnivers,|s : The nominal -ing clavs: apARTICIPLE CLAUSE, accurs in the following
E.ﬂﬂ:u n.hq.“_‘. amaunr), the second i “definite® terms (4he ). Contrag, positions:
with t = latter ? i

SULIECt: Telling fies is wrong
difect'objetts No one enjcys deceiving his own family

Quz tyis whaterer counis mgst {* anyvihing thay 9

- o .hq_. - 1 . N =, i i - . 1 { o 3 : : . = i A
_,1_.” h.__n wnﬁ Wha _.w Hn_:”_.,, used in present-day English in b noming] Ew.__nn.n ..u.n__EE_.wEnE. hiis m_.m..ou..uﬁ pastime is Enﬂﬂ.mﬁ.q ical jokes
“u z,E e __,,:253 i*h .___E told youw shar was lying), being replaced in, M Appositive: His hohby, E_qﬁeﬁ.,:ﬂ..%ﬁ .“._.EE._H E&M 5
contexts, for both universai aud definie TIaANings, by Whoeper - . ﬁumﬁachdmﬂ.,nuﬁu_nﬂnﬂw m.nﬂ_ﬁn__ﬂﬂp E..m___umh : .”m_u:.__.__n__.h mnm__ 1
- adjectival complement: The children were UsY Dudlding sendoasifer
Whperer 1048 you thar was lving The person who. . V o ; .
: “Aryone whe | * J It 15 the commonest type of participle clanse, that which has no subject,
‘hen : . : : i Hlustrated above, There is samelimes a choice as fellows {but &
. Where the wh-word chosen i avalable for bey)y raminal refative g Qﬁwhg-“m_
HHlerropstive clauses, an ambpuity z=ises - : i a8
They asked qee 1iria ot ML = B A ) ,_ GUEMITIVE casc in fovsaal sivie:
: :.H..;wrn.n. .:n. Nl ! didn’ e hirans U They askod me Rad whicly Fdidny _ h y .
- Know' o They asked me “What don'y vau hatgw I'm surprised 2t bistlohn’s mak:; £ thal misiake ‘
OBIECTIVEDT CGNMON e tfor personal PrONQURS Or nauns, resnec-
E-m " : tvely) in informal styic:
To-infinisive Bominal ¢layses

The fa-infinitive fCHT

I'm surprised at fim|fokn masng that misiake
t0al elause can ooeyy as:

h 5 L) " o e ¥ . o % W Tk, of e - - 1 - i
SUbIeCt: For g byt ; g . 115 commonly claimed thar the gembve s the only correct form, bt in
WS D Sor g Fldive 1a ._“.._.."_..__.n..._..ﬁ_.ﬁ __._.:__..._..., that je _|_H.._wr;..:_.,....."._ g

direct object: He Ik e fact it frequently has a stilied efivct, and is pPariicuiarl ¥ uasuitable when
iithi 4 S SRIyNS foibe hape y the subject iz aninanimaie or absiract ponn phrase which would not nor-
et Complemcnt: My wish i 1, be a pii.x maily {ake the genitive case, or 2 *group’ penitive picase (13.74):
APpasiive: His anbition, (g ke a siraiply EFOr, Was ever filfited ;

ddjectival “emplement: 'y 2lad g2 hetp You (see 12.13) 1 The crisis has arisen 25 a result of recont uncontrolled inflation’s

.,..- nfinie . cighed the fits of devaluation
. .hnn unw.__nnm.n,_. a feanfinitive clayse i barmally proceded by far (which s R R the e v

as Junclion thap a5 a prepesition). The On the other hand, a ronous o the objective case iz digliked in subaect
B, 1510 the objeoijye Case: position: i

Him being a Jesuit was 2 great su Fprise (very informal)
for ur to meet on .H.w.:ﬂn_mw. & &
. ] ] i ta avoid both possibifities where 2lternatives age available:
"hen the lauscisa direet objeet however 56 foris omitred MRS Bl e
F ' > “ : : ¥ 2 i iy & 1
He wants me 10 Jeaye {rathie) than: =3y, WASIS £OT me 10 Joaye) 1L was 8 great surprise that he was a Jesuit
Qo wh-infinitive clauses, ses 17,14, Neta: _ ) ]
. MNote A3 compared with the -fag clause, (e Benitive is ehligatary whers the -imp ftem const.
_ ; :
i ; T ; testes the head of & noun phrase:
i l&} “M“mnum”_aﬁ ..._H_._.H...n Mn_ﬂ..._u_._ﬂirn fhaf clngse baconirag g 0l wfrgge clause) in ey His/hirn criticiring Johin vas vty dinfaic
repotional complement. : Lefhsirn eriticinin .
; el . e i *hi iticizing of John was verv uafnir
5 The .mn_:.ﬂ?u._._nﬁeur uuu?...d...._._ The idea ia g e d T fefeq i3 rhas jine shiit Al him pulicelng K o
meel” £hows the pyrayg Yo mature of the infin )

Mite clavse o | A1, See 13.20, 23 Mode, 7
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194 MNoun clauses

Rewrite the sentences, substiteting a finite noun clause for the
non-finite clauses in iralics, e.g.

His now knowing the secret creates a rather difficalt situation,
The fact that e now Erows the secret creates a rather dithoult
situation.

The teacher insisted or #he studenis” arvfomg punctually for their
lessons.

Being ignorant of the law is not accepted as an excuse for breaking the
law.

[ am surprised af your thinking Londes a dull place to live in.

A conceited man often cannot understand the reasons for people
disliking him.

Your having accepted this job means your kaving to travel much further
o work.

I refused to believe iy having told me the truth,

The child's criminal tendencics were put down to the fact of s
coming from a broken home,

He insisted o my checking agaty to sce that the train left ar 5.30,
despite my having already assured im that it did,

Before buying this painting, you should roake sure of fts betng
FEnitine.

O entering the hotel, we immediately realized the reason for its being
s0 popadar with tourists.

Infinitives in noun clauses

Rewrite the sentences, substituling a non-finite clause for the finite
noun clauses in italics, using the infinitive, e.g.

The whole family made the decision that they weuld emigrale,
The whole family made the decision to ensigraie.

The chairman put forward a plan that they should take sver vther
companies engaged in complementary activities.

Several insurance companies have now reluctantly made the
decision that they shoukd withdraw from the American market,

[ now regret having made a promise that [ wondd jodn tn the scheme.
Most people would support a proposal that Licensing hours in Britain
should be extended,

A suggestion that they showld postpone furiker discussion pending
investigations was accepted by a majority of three to one.

Six companies have signed an agreement thar they should shave the
custs of research and developinent,

What our team seems to lack at the moment is the determination
theat i mill K.

How often have 1 made a resolution that [ will groe up sitoking!
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Moun clauses 195

The emplayers have at last expressed o desire thar they showld
re-afen tadks with the unions. )

The Ministry’s inspector rejected the scheme that the road should be
made part of @ one-may system.

Noun ¢clauses as subject

Reconstruct the sentences so that the finite or non-finite noun
clauses come at the beginning, starting with the words in italics.

It soon became obvious that the conversation was upsetting him.

It was due to luck rather than judgement shat the driver succeeded
in avoiding an accident.,

It remaing a mystery what the thieves did with all the money.

It wasn't at all easy for the audience to follow what the speaker said.
Tt wasn’t at all easy for the audience # foffom whar the speaker said.
It wasn't at all easy for the audience to follow what the speaker said,
It's easy, with the benefit of hindsight, #a see how things went wrong.
It makes me feel guilty, marching you working so hard.

It’s very inconsiderate of them i kave ackad vou to give up your one
free evening,

It's a little difficulr to judge mhether he really meant what he said.

It wasn't made clear at the time mhy we were to meet again 50 soon.
It was a matter of disagreement kow the Company should promote
the new product,

It isn't vet known sekere the pilot finally managed to land.

It hasn't yet been discovered precisely who originated the plan.

It is difficult to estimate at this stage dow much the scheme would
COST.

Appositonal noun clauses

In the next three exercises, special care should be taken with appesitional
noun clauses, which are always introduced by thra, following the noun to
which the clause stands in appesition {see paragraphs 3.3 and 3.4 of the
Wﬂunam&. Appoesitional noun clanses are very often found with the noun
o

The fact that he didn't i up shows that ke was never really serdous
about coming.

But appositional noun ¢lauses may be used with a wide range of nouns, as
these exercises will show, and students shovld be clear about the distinetion
between adjectival clavses introduced by hat and noun clauses in
Apposition:
# He hotly dented the ramour thar {or nkich) twas then being ciralated,
fr He hotly denied the rumour that e fad been visited by the police in
connestion with the recent evive,
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196 Noun clauses

The “that’ clause in sentence o defines which rumour he denied, though it
does not tell us what the rumaur was, It is an adjectival clause, and could
equally well be introduced by the alternative relative pranoun, miick. The
‘that’ clause in sentence f tells us what the rumour was; it i the romour,
expressed in other words. [n this case, it is impogsible to replace thar with
mfiich, since thet is functoning a8 & conjunction, and not ag 4 relative
pronoun.

Moun clauses (finite and non-finite)

Complete the sentences with a finite or non-finite noun clause, and
state the function of the clause you have added.

He said thathe . , .

The fact . . . is now generally known.

What. . . is of direct concern to the country.
He rarely succeeds in achieving what . . ,

I wanted to discover how | .,

The man teld the police where . .

What . . . is less important than what you do,
T aglked the waiter if . , .

The writer deplored the fact. . .

It is clear that . . .

It was generally apreed that . .

If that is what . . ., why don’t you ask him?

Instructions as for 198

Dreciding on . . . can be very difficult.

We were all shocked by , .,

His argument is that . . .

That . . . was clear frotn his subsequent remarks.
May Linfer, from what . . ., that. . . ? (two noun clanses)
Your idea that . . . will probably prove very unpopular,
Shareholdess left the meeting with the feeling thar . . .
No one seemed to know when . . .

A view widely held by experts was that , |

I was of the opinion that . . .

Itis a common failing to put off doine . . |

Is it true that . .. ?

Instructions as for 198

Having learned that . . ,, he left the country.
Don't run away with the idea that . . |
I was under the impression that . . .
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Man-fnite clauses {adjectival, adverbial and noun) 197

It seerns that . . |

I now remember why | . .

Repeating . . ., the accused maintained his alibi that . . . {two noun
clauses)

He put forward the startling proposal that . _ .

That . . . 15 alimost inconcervable,

What was even more surprising was the tact . . .

Exactly how . . . will never be known,

The experts couldn’t agree as to which . . .

Pointing our that . - ., the manufacturers said they could give no
assurance that . . . {two noun clauses}

Non-finite clauses (adjectival, adverbial and noun)

Replace the fimite clauses 1o italics with non-finite clauses, using the
non-finite forms suggested, and making any other necessary
changes. (NB. -éng = present participle or gerund, -ed = past
participle, inf = infinitive.}

Would anyone mhe wishes to attend the meeting please notify the
Secretary? (-ing)

We left the meeting, sirce there was obviously no point in staying.
(-ing)

If the sitwation is looked at in this way, it doesn’t seem so desperate,
(=)

We left early so that we should arvive in good e, (int.)

Children under the age of feurteen are not allowed into the cinema
anless they are accompanied by an adult. {-cd)

I remember that ke once affered to help us if ever we were in trouble.
{-ing)

Until the disaster, evervone had believed thar the ship was unsinkable.
{inf.}

We had to leave quietly so that e shouldn 't distush other peaple. (inf.)
Singe we didn’t have any time o spare, we couldn’t visit all the places
we would have liked to. (-ing)

As we had never been (o the oty before, we bought a guidebook at the
first stationer’s we came to. {~ing)

There are still many difhcuities thai musi be surmonnied, {inl.)

The public official mio had been imvolved in the scandaf agreed that he
should offer his resipnation. (two clavses: -ed/inf)

Whether it was restored in the nineteenth century or not, the painting was
unanimously attributed to Tiepolo, (-ed)

We're very disappointed sow tiat we hear that vou can't come. (inf.)
The instructions were written in such bad English that they were
pasitively misleading. (Inf)



